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PREAMBLE

For Gcd and Country, we asscciate ourselves together far the following purposes:

To uphold and defencl the C'onstitr-rtion of the l..lnited States of America; to nraintain lau,and order:
to f,oster and perpetuate a one hunclred percenl Arnericanism: to preserve thc mcrnories and

inciclents of'our associations during all rvars: to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the

communitr'" state and nalion; to combat 1.lrr: autocracl,'of both the ciasses and the masses: to rnake

right the tnaster of might: to prornote peace and goodrvill on c'arth: to safeguard and transmit to
postcritv the principles oljusticc. lrcedom and democrac\,; 1rl participate in and contribute to the

accomplishn-rent of the aims and purposes of The American Legion: to consecrate ancl sanctiS.' our
association by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.

CONSTITUTION

The Name of this organization shall be Ameriean Legion Auxiliary Safety Hrsrbor, Unit 238,

Inc.

ARTICLE II _ NATURE

Section J.' American Legion Auxiliary Safetl, Harbor Lhit 238- Inc" is a civilian patriotic service

organization that supporls the missior: of The American 1"egion.

Sectiott 2.' American Legion Auxiliary Safbt"v Harbor Lrnit 238. Inc" shall be absolutely

nonpolitical and shall not be used lbr dissemination of partisan principles nor fbr any promotion
of the candidacrv of an1' person seeking public office or preferment.
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ARTICLE III - OBJECT

'I'he objcct of thc Arnerican t.egion Auxiliar,v Satetl' Flarbor Unit 238. Inc. shall be as stated in the

Preanrble 1o the Constitution.

ARTICLE IY - ELIGIBILITY

Section 1: F)trigibilit3, lor menrbcrship in'rlre Arrericzur Legion Auxiliary is dctermined by 'lhr--

American Legion. 1hc eligibilit-v recluirernents iram'l'he American Legion goveming documents

shall bc providcd as follor.vs and shall lre tipdated as appropriate.

fl/ grandmothers. mothers. sisters. spouses. and clirect atd adopted tbnrale descettdants of
members of The American Legion; and

(2/ grandmothers. mothers. sisters, spolrses. and clirect and adopted tbmale descendants of all men

ancl women u,;ho serl'ed in either of the follorving periods: April 5, 1 917 to November I 1 .

1918; and anv time after l)ecember 7. 1941: nho" being a citizen o{ the United States at the

tirne of their entn thercin. serv'ed on active elutf in the Arrned Forces of any oithe
goverrunents associated r.r.ith the tlnited States during either eligibility periods and died in the line

r:f duty or after honor:able discharge;

f.3/ grandmothers. mothers" sisters, spouses anrl clirect and adopted tbmale descendants of all men and

women who u'ere in the Anned Forces olthe United States during either of the folkrudng periods:

April6. 1917 to November 11. 1918: ancl zur,v time after December 7,1911lr,ho sen'ed on actiYe

duty in the Amred Forces of the lJnited States dr"rring either eligibility'perioils and died in the line

of du11 of after honor:ablc discharye; and

(4) ta thosc w'ouren r.lho of'their orll right a"re eligible l'or membership in The Aurcrican l-egion

Section 2.' 'fhcte shall be hto classes olmembr:rship. Senior and Jurior.

(a) Senior mcmbership shall be ccrrnprised o1'rncmbers agc cighteen (18) and oldcr: providcd.

ho\A,ever, a member eligible uncier Section i olthis ar-ticle. and rvho is uncler the age of
eighteen (18),vears atrd married shall be classified as a Senior.

(b) .Tunior nrcmbership shall hc cornprised of members under the age of"eightee n (18) ;-'cars.
q.hose activities shall be supervised hy the Senior membership. Upon reaching the age of
eighteen ( I 8). Junior memlrers shall automaticall-v be admittcd into Senior rnernbership rvith

tull privilegcs.

(c) Dues lbr both classes shall bc paid annualll' or for lilb.
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ARTICLE Y _ TJNIT OT'FTCERS

Section I.' The Unit slrall elect annuall--v a Presidenl. First Vice Presidenl. Second Vice President.

Treasurer, L-haplain" Historian. and a Sergeant-at-Arms. u&o shall serve until their successors are

dul-v installed or as otherwise provided. A Secretarl will be appointed h.v the President.

ARTICLE VI - EXECUTIYE COMMITTEE

There shall be an Executive Committee. uliicir shall consist of all officers and three (3) additional
Members at Large elected b-v the Unit. The term of olfice fbr members of the Executive

Comrnittee shall be lor one \.car.

ARTICLE YtI - FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year shall be tire same as that of the Deparlment.

ARTICLE VIII _ AMENDMENTS

Section 1.' This C'onstitution ma!' be amended b1, tr,r,o-tlrirds (2i3) vote of the members at a regular
mecling" prt-rr.ided the proposed amendrlent sirall har,e been rcad at the previous meetin-u.

Seclion 2.' Amendnlents not har.ing been read at the previous meeting may be adopted b-v the
unanimous vote of the mennbers present.

Section J.' This flonstitutiiln shall be automaticalll'ameirded to contbnn to the National and

Depaftment flonstitution and B.vlalvs and Standing Rules of the American Legion Auxiliar-v"
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I}Vt,AWS

ARTICLE I - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1; Betu,een meetings. the government and maragement of this Unit shall be e'nlrusted to
the Executive Committee and ali proceeclings of said L'ommittee shall be presented to the tlnit at

the next meeting lbr appror.al.

Sectiott 2.' A vacancv o1l thc Execulivc f'onrmittee. for al1.y caLrse other than expiralion ol'a
term. shall be filled h-v a rnajoritl'rrotc of the entire Cr:mmittee. A person so elected shall hold

otfice fbr the turexpired tenn of the member succeeded.

Section J,' A rna,iority o f the rnembers of the Executivc Cornnrittee shall constitute a cluorlrm"

Seetion 4.' Special meetings rnay be called by order of the President, or on uryitten or electronic

request of at least three (3) members of the Executive Committee. Uniforrn notice of such special

meetings shall be giventc all members of the Executive Committee; and, except in extreme

ernergency, shali be given at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance. At special meetings only
business specified shall be transacted.

ARTICLE II _ DTITIES AND POWERS OF OFFICERS

Sectian 1.' Duties of the Unit President - It shall he the duty, of the President to preside at all

meetings ofthe [,rnit and l-]nit Erecutive h,[eetings: to enfbrce strict ohservance of'the Constitution
and B1,'lau,'s; to appoint members of Standing Committees: to create such other committees and

appoint members thereof as cleemed advisahle: to perfi:rm other such duties as custom and

parlianrentarv usagc rccluircd and to appoint all ol'ticcrs not othcrwise provided lbr.

Section 2.' Duties of tire Vice Presiclent - The First and Second Vice Presidents, in the order

narned. shall. r,vhen called upon. assist the President and il'absent" perform ttrc dLlties of thc of'fice

and shall succccd 1o thc olfice in casc o1-dcath. rcsignation or renroval.

Section.l." lluties of the Secrelary - It shall Lre the dut-v of the Secretary to receiv-e and ansu,er

official mail under the clirection of the I'}resident; to keep on flle. in a comprehensive rnanner,

copies of all correspondence sent and received: and to send and gir,e notice of all meetings. It shall

be the duty of the Secretary to record the proceedings and transactions of all meetings olthe llnit:
and to keep all troeiks. papers and recorcls that are neederl to carr.v on the working of the ofl-rce and

care for the archives of the Llnit. The Secretarl, is hereby' vested rvith such authoritl- as it is
necessary to carr,y out the duties of the otlice successfully f-or the good of the American Legion
Atrxiliar-v.
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Section C.' Duties of the Treasurer - It shall be the dutl, cl11h. Treasurer to receive all monies
belonging to the tlnit and accouttt for them. The Treasurer shall pay the hon4ing fbe as deterrnined
b1'the f)epartment office. The Treasurer shall rnaintain two (2) separate funds, namelS. a General
Fund. and Poppl' Fund" All Poppy donations shall be placed in the pnpp--.; Funcl and be usecl to
assist the veterarr and his/her children. The Tieasurer shall keep an accoturtin-e of the receipts and
cxpenditures. ntakinu a monthlv and annual report thcreon and such olher reports as may be
deenied necessar"\ by the Lhrit Flxecutive Conrrnittee. 'llic accolults shall be auditcd amual11.. A1l
cun'ent bills shall be paid belbre transferring all funds" books. vouchers and papers belo,ging ro rire
Unit to the successor.

Sectinn 5.' Duties of the Chaplain - It shall be the <iut5,' of the Chaplain to offbr pra).er at the
opening and closing of eacir rneeting. and perform such other duties directed h-v the president and
to noti$' Departrnent of-any deceased member-s on a monthly basis.

Sectiort 6" Duties of the Historian - It shall be the duty' of the {lnit Historian to compile historical
records of the ljnit and to make a repod to the Department.

Section 7.' Duties of the Sergeant-at-Arnrs - It shail be the tlug, of the Sergeant-at-Anns to
preserve order at the meeting of the Lrnit and to perfbrm such duties as ma\i be requested b.v the
President.

Section 8" Where consitlered necessalv, a recorcling secrelarv ancl a corresponding secr!-tan. may
be c'lected to carry out tlre duties nonnally performcd b3,,' the secretar)--.

ARTICLE TII _ DTIES

Section 1" ]-he annual Senior membership dues of rhe Unit shall be as stated i, the Standing Rules
r'l-hich shall include the Depar-tment anrl National per capita" 'fhe annual dues ot'the.Iunior
membership shall he as stated in the Stanciing Ruies to inclucle the Department and National per
capita

Section ?.' A mcmber lailing to pav arnual dues. including llre Unit" Depafiment. a,d National
assessments hy January 31. shall be classifieri as ,Jelinquent and shali be suspenr-1ed frorn all
nrembcrship privileges. Pat'rtsnt of back dues. alier suspension. shall reinstate such member to
active membership. An). member delinquent to December 3l of the ,vear of the delinquenc.v shall
automaticalJl' be dropped frora the rolls and ma1,'be reinstated by onl5, pa.v..-ing hack dues 6r b\, re-
establishing eligibility and making application as a ne\ry member.

ARTICLE IV _ T]NIT MEETINGS

Section 1: The regular schecluled meeting of-American Legion Auxiliary. Safbt-v Harbor, Unit 2jg.Inc' shall be held as stated in thc Standing Rules. An Execr:rtive Commitiee neeting shall be helcl asstated in the Standing Rules"
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Section 2.' 't-he number ol'members of a Unit that shall constitute a quorum at any regr-rlar-

scheduled meeting of the unit shall kre as stated in the standing Rules.

Sectian 3.' Special meetings of the Unit ma,v be called by the President, b-v a majority of the
Executive C'ommittee. *'ith the President notified. or upon u,ritten request olthree (3) members of
the llnit.
Section C.' Electronic meetings and r.oting ma1,' be lield during an emergencl- situation or at anv
time the Llnit's ol1'jcer*q deem necessary. Notillcation of an electronic mecting andior voting must
be sent to each member of thc Unit via ernail or regular mail if no email acldress is available and
shall contain an agenda and any docurnents that participants lvill neecl lo refercnce in advance so
that participants can foilcu, thc llorv of the meeting arid/or voting procedure. Minutes of the
electronic meeting must he created as well as recording the motions ancl votes.

AR"TICLE }'- ELECTION

Sedion 1.' Elections shall be helcl amuallv. In order to participate in the election of the LInit
Lltficers. a member shall have paid dues for the current fiscal year n.ithin 1l hich the election is held.

Sectiott 2.' Elections shall bc by ballot. and a nra.jority of the votes cast shall be necessary with the
nominc'e declared. [f there is onll'- one person nominated fbr an of1ice the hallot may be dispensecl
with and that nominee declared a wimer.

Section J; All Olficers and Executive Committee nrembers shall be elccterl at a mceting duly
called fbr the purpose not more than ninetl' (90) da1's prior. nor less than tlfteen ( I 5) days prior, to
Department Convention.

Section 4.' I-he Lhrit shtrll trolift the Departrnent Secretary, of the nalres and adclresses of such
nervlY elected officers. not less than tcn (10) da,vs prior to Convention. certification to bc made on
forms lirmished by Department.

Section 5.' Vacancies in office, except in case of the President. betw,een annual elections shall be
fi lled b1' the Execu.tive Comrnittee.

Sectitn 6.' Delegates and Alternates to District C'onstitutional L'onlbrence. or f)epartment
C'otn'ention shall be elected not less than tllo (2) rveeks prior to the Conference or C-onvention.
Altemates shall have priority in the order of their election.

ARTICLE VI - COMMITTEES

The Unit shall have the fbllou,ing f'ore Committees: Americanism. Chil<lren & Youlh.
Constitution and Byla*'s, i\{embership. Nationai Securitl,-, Auclit. Veterans AtTairs and
Rehabilitation, and such other mission and member/organizational support committees as provided
in the Standing Rules 
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ARTICLE \,TI _ TRANSFERS

Transtbr of membership from one LTnit to another in the Department of Florida shall be upon

application of the rneurber ter. and acceptance b,v. the other Unit. iu conlbrmity rvith n\ational and

Department Clonstitution and B1.larvs.

ARTICLE VIIT - DISCIPLINE

Section 1; For an,v violation of tire Lhrit- Department, or \trational Constitution. or for conduct
improper and prejridicial to the r,l'eil'are of the Auxiliar.v or the American Legion. an1-memher ma_v

be expeiied from membership or an.y oflicer may be removed fiom otfice b1' a trvo thirds (2i3 ) r,ote

at a [.lnit nreeting dull' called tbr that purpose. said expulsion or removal to be binding onl1, in the

event said mcmber or oflicer shali havc been given at leas1llfteen ( l5) dzr--vs' notice in rvriting b1,

the lJnit Secretary o{ thc charges and the hearirrg thercon. Either parl}. n]av har.e the right to appeal

1o lhe l)epafiment Erecutivc Committee and thcir action thcrcon shall be final. The expenses o1'the

said appeal shall be honrc b.v the appellant.

Section 2.' No tnember. or -sroup cf ntenrbcrs" shall suhjcct this tlnit to liabilit-v u{thout authorization of
the Unit.

ARTICLE IX _ PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

'l'he Unit organization shall be governed b_v "Rcbeil's Rules of Order:. Nervl,v Reviscd" on all
points not covercd in National andlor I)epartment Constitution and [Jvlaws.

ARTICLE X - AMEI{DMENTS

Section l.' 'fhese B--vlarvs may [s amended b1-tu,o thirds (2/3) r,ote of the menrbers present at a

regular meeting. provided the proposed amendments shall have been read at a prcviclus t.)nit

meeting,

Sectton 2.' Arnendrnents not having been previouslv read may tre adoptcd b1'the unanimous vote

. of the members present.

Section 3.' These B1'larvs shall autornaticalll, be amcnded to confonn to the lttrational and

Departrrent Constitution and Bylarvs and Standing Rules of the,,\medcan l.cgiorr Auxiliary.
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T'HIS CONSTI]'LI'fIOI\J AhII} I]YI,AWS WI-,RI'] READ. VOTtsD O}.i AND APPROVF,D AT
O{JR REGULAR UNI'I' N'ti1lr'l1NG ON JANUARY 3" 2023

x M L o/*
unit eresidey'(t 

(

Unit

L
Bylaws Chairman

U
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STAI'JDING RULES

1 . T'he regular scheduled meeting of American Legion Auxiliary Safetl, Harbor. Unit 23 8- lnc..,

shall be held on the I't Tuesdal of each month. unless otherw'ise specified and shall tre called
to order at 7:30 PM. An Executir.e Committee meeting shall be called to order at 7:00 PM on
the sanre 'l'uesda-v prior to the regularl-v scherluicd meeting.

2. Seven {7i merabers of this Unit shall constitute a quonrm at any regularly scheduled

meeting of the Unit. Four (4) members will constifute a quorum cf an Executive
Commiuee meeting.

3. The annual Senior membership dues of the Unit shail be $45.00 to include Departmeat and

National per capita. The annual dues af the Junior mernbership shall be $8.00 to include the
Department and National per capita.

4. In addition to the Core Clommittees listed in the Bvlau,s. the Unit sl'rall have the follorving
Committees: Auxiliar-v Emergency Ftur<Jl {AEF). [iomrnunitl' Sen ice. Education. Giris St:ite,

Junior Actir.ities. [.eadership. Legislative, Past Presidents Parie.v. Popp).. and Public Relations.

5. Unit elected Offlcers. consisting of President, i't Vice President.2"d Vice President
and Treasurer are authorized to sign checks lbr disbursement of tirnds fi-om the Unit
treasury. All checks X,{LfST have trvo of the tirur (4) above signatures.

6" All menrbcrs responsible fbr llnit lunds shall be bondcd through the blankct F-idelity. bond and

the IJnit rvill pal.the annual prernium to Dcpartmcnt Headquarlcrs.

1. A Nominating C'ommittee. composed of'three (3) mernbers and one alternate. shail be elected

by the membets tbr the purpose of presenting a siate of olllcers lbr the ensuing year. The

committee shall have the permission of each candidate ltrr an office in order to be presented b,v

this committee. 'l'lus comnrittee is to form no later than hvo (2) moirths prior to election. 'fhev

mav present a qtralified slate oinominccs *illing to accept tire positiorr lbr r,r.hicli nominated.

Consent oIeach candidate shall be obtained to norlinate. Nominating Cornnrittee r"neurber(s)

may also be a nominec.

8. Names of-the nominees u'ill be presented to the l1oor at the March and/or April rneeting.

Nominations will be accepted fion: the floor at both nomination rneetings. At this poiiit.
nominations u'ill be closed. The election *ill then be held at the regular May meeting. linit
otficers shall be installed coincident r.vith Post rulir-rg. Auxiliary nrembers. except Junior
members, r.vill be nolified via enraii forry-eight (48) hours prior to the election clf the Unit
otflcers. Any mernber in good standing can run lbr any <lffice, as in agreemcnt with Nationai
and l)epartment Bv lalr,s.

9. Any officer staying arvav frotn three (3) consecutir,'e meetings without valid reason will be
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asked to resign their oillce. Il-the ollicer does nol voluntarily. -rive their resignation rvhen
asked. the Ljnit carulot rcnlove them l}om of{icc unless t}rc-v brir"rg thcm up on charges; the
office vacated shall be fillecl by the F.xecutive Committee.

10. Duties of the 1 't Vice President in adciition to the duties as describedloutlinecl in the 85,,--laws,
the lst Vice President shall act as Membership Chairman.

1 l. Duties of the )n'1 Vice President in addition to the duties as describeclloutlined in the By-lau.s.
thc 2'"t Vice Presidcnt sha]l have rr:sponsibilir.v lbr shopping fbr: all Iimd-raisers and other
goods as directcci b;r the Prcsidcnt. i'he 2ud Vice President w,ill receive a monthlv travei
allorvance ol$50.00. il'shopping and trar.cli,g have occurred.

I2' In lieu of reading thern aloud at the meetlng, the minutes of the prior rnonth's meeting and the
m0st recent tinancial report shall be sent, r.'ia email, to members prior to the meetipg. The chair
u'ill ask ftrr comections or additions. The minutes i,l'ili be apprcived ancl f,rtec1. The tllancial
report i,l'ill be tlled firr audit.

13' An Audit Comrnittce consisting ol'three (3) nrembers and one altemate shall be appointed by
the Presiclent lor the ptirpose of ar.rcliting thc books of thc'freasurer. 'fhc'freasurcr shoull he
present during the atidit to answer qucstiolrs onlv. No onc on the Auclit Committec shoulci have
authorization to sign chccks.

1;1. The Unit will pay lbr one night's sta1, tbr the immediate past President fbr the upcoming
Convention and one night stay for the nervl1. eiected Presitlent tirr the Fall Corrference.
Rein:bursement tbr one night's sta.v-' feir other offlcers/delegates tbr Contention and fl.nfbrence
rvill be considered and provided shoulcl the LInit votc thal its curuent tiurtis allorv lbr such
reimbursement.

15. Earl-v voting from l l:00 a.rn. tlrough 7:00 p.m. on the cla,v ol'thc election at the Post sl-rall be
permittecl. A nlember of tlrc Exccutive Committce must bc present and validatc that all pcrsons
are a Senior member in soocl standing.

i6. The President shall have the use of a discretionary-firnd in the amount of up to 5200.00 per
month as needed.

17.'Ihe Chaplain is pcnnitted to spend trp ter $75.00 per occurrence for the bclelit of a current
mcmber. in good standing. of the Unit. Occurrenccs arc cletined as: (a) the dcath of the
member or a member of their immediate family (i.e.- spouse. child. par.ent or sibling): and (b)
the event of surgery. hospitalization. or long-term illness of a member. The Chaplain,s lruncl
shall continue to be funded by the L.lnit's General Fund ancl the Treasurer is authorized to move
such firnrls as necessary to replenish the Chaplain's Fund. This Stancline Rule may l-re amended
due to inflation and only by approvai of a motion macle and approved by the general
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membership.

18. The []nit shall be guided by the Code of Ethics as published in the National Auriliar_v Standing
Rules.

Standing Rules are adopted b1'a majoril), r,o1e and mav be arnended b1'tu,o-thirds (2i3) vote at anv
meeting, or if notice has been gir.en. b1' a majoritv vote.

THESE S AND{NG RI-ILES \ATERL READ. VOTED ON AND APPROVED AT OUR
REGL}LAR T]NIT N,{EETING ON .]ANUARY 3" 202i

x {
Unit Unit

Unit and Bylaws Chairman
x
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