CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
OF
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
CERRLING MOCLELLAN UNEY 143, Tl
CHPARTMENT OF FLORIDA
P71 SW M STRERT
BOMPANG BEACH FL 33060

NOVEMBER 3, 2022
PREAMBLE
For God anid Country, v associnie ourselves together foor (e following purposes:

To uphold and defend the Constitulion of the Umited Satos of Americs; o muipiain low s order
to foster and perpetoale a one Inndred percent Americanism; fo preserve the memories and
cidents of our ssoctations during all wars; 1o incoleaste # sense of individual obligation to the:
community, siate and sition: 1o combat the autoeracy of both the classes and the masses) 0 ke
right the masster of might; 0 promite peace and goodwall an carth: 1o safepuard and ansmit W
posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy: W participate in and contriladte fo the
aceomplishment of the aims aod purposes of The American Legion: to consecrale anil sanctily our
assatiation by oor devotion to mutusl helpfidness.

CORSTITUTION
ARTHCLE [ - NAME

The Name of this organization shall be American Legion Awsiliary Sterting Ml leilan

Einit 142 Fae.. Department of Flovida
ARTICLE 11— NATURE

Section [: Amevican Lepion Ausiliary Sterling MeUlellan Usit 142, Ine. is a civilian gatriotic
service orgargration thal supports ihe mission of The Amencan Legion,

Seetion 20 American Legion Auwxilinry Sterling MoCleblan Unit 142, Inc. shili he sbusalutely
nonpolitical and shall not be used for dissemination of partisan principles nor for any promotion
of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment.



ARTICLE HI - OBJECY

The obiect of the American Legion Avaliary Sterling MeClean Unit 142, Tnc,, Departient ol
Flarids, shatl be as stated in the Preamble jo the Constitution.

ARTICLE 1V - ELIGIBILIYY
Section 1; Eligibility for membership in The American Legion Auxiliary i dederoningd by The

American Legion The eligiiility requirements from The American Legion goversing ety
shall be provided as follows and <hall be updated a5 appropriate.

(1) grandmothers, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of
members of The American Legion; and

(2} wrandmothens, mothers, sisters, spouses, and direct and adopted female descendants of all men
st women wlio served in either of the following periods: April 6, 1917 fo November 11,

[y 1% and any time afier Decemsber 7, 1941 who, being a citizen of the United States af the
tire of their entry sherein, served on active duty in the SAomed Forces of any of the
povermunens assocksied with the United States during eitber eligibility periods and died in the line
of duty or after honorable discharpe;

(3} grandmothers, mothers, sisiers, spouses s direct and adopted female descendants of all men and
wornes who were i the Armed Forces of the United States during either of the (ullowing periods.
April b, 1917 b November 11, (918

(4} ansd iy time after Deeomber 7. 1941 whi served on active duty in the Armed Foroes of the
ipited States during either eligibility pesiods and died in the line of duty of after bonorable
discharge; amd

(5} 1 therse womien who of their own dght are eligible fur membershup in The American Legon,

Section 2: There shall be two classes of membership, Semor and Junor:

(21 Senior membership shall be composed of members age cigbteen (18) and older, provided,
however, a member eligible under Section 1 of this article, s i iz under e age of
cightesn {18} vears and married shall be clussified as 8 Senior.

(b Junior membership shall be comprised of members under the age of cighteen {18} vears,
whnae arfivities shell he apervised by the Senior membership, Upon reacking the age of
eighteen {183, Junior mermbers shall matomaticatly be sdimitted inte Senior membership with
fulh privitoges.

(¢ D for bolls classes shall be paid annually or for life.



ARTHLE ¥V - UNIT OEFICERS

Section 1 The Urit shall elect annuaily a President, First Viee President, Second Viee President,
Secretary®, Treasurer, Chaplain, Hisorian, Sergeant-al-Arms, Assistant Sergeant-al-Arms who
shall serve until their succeseors sre duly insmalfled or as otherwise provided.
{67 a combination of some of these officers.)

*Secretary may be elected or appointed.  (Be sure o indicate which one you will use )

ARTICLE VI - EXECUTIVE COMMITIER

Vhere shalt be an Executive Commities, which shall consist of all officors and 3 addilional

Merbers at Large elected by the Unil, The term of office for members of the Exeeulive
Committee shull be for one year

ARTICLE VI FIBUAL YEAR
Vhe fisest vesr shall be the same 45 that of the Depmrirment.

ARTHILE VI - AMENDMENTS

Sertion 1; Thiz Constitution may be amended by two-thirds (2/3) voie of the members al a regular
mecting, provided the proposed amendment shall have been read o the previous mesiing.

Section 2: Amendments sot having been read al the provious meeting may be adopted by the
unantmous voie of the members present.

Sectlon 3 This Constitution shall be automatically amended 1o conform 1 the National and
Depatment Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules of the American Legion Avxiliary.



BYLAWS
ARTICLE |- EXECUTIVE COMMITTER

Seetion I: Beiwern meetings, the government and mansgement of this Unit shall be eatrusted o
ihe Exective Commitiee and all proceedings of ssid commitios shall be presented o the Unit st
the next meeting for approval.

Section 2 A vaganey on the Exeomtive Commitles, from any cause other than expirntion of
terrin. shall be filled by a majority vote of the entire commmiftee. A person so elocted shall hold
office for the unexpired term of the member succeeded,

Seetfon 31 A mujority of the members of the Executive Committee shall constitule a quurun,

Sectinn 4: Special meetings may be called by order of the President, or on witien or electronic
request of at least three (35 members of the Exeoutive Cormnitics. Unitorm potioe of such el
meetings shall be given (o all members of the Exeoutive Commitios] s, e i extneme
emergency. shall be given af least forty-sight (48) iours in advance. Al special nieetings only
business specified shall be ransuciod.

ARTICLE 1~ DUTIES AND POWERS OF OFFICERS

Seetion 1: Diaies of the Unit Prestdent — 1 shall be the duty of the President o presade af all
incetings of the Unit and Unit Exeeutive Mectings; 1o enforce sirict observance of the Constitution
and Bylaws: to appoint members of Standing Committees; to ereate such other conmittees and
gppoint members thereof as deemed advisable; to perform other such dulies as cusiom and
parliameniary nsage required and 10 appoint il oificers not otherwise provided fuor.

Section 2: Urnties of the Vice President - The First and Second Viee Presidents, in the order
naed, shall, when called upou, assist the President and if absent, perform the duties of the office
and chall suceeed 1o the office in case of death, resignation or removal.

Section 3+ Duties of the Secretary - 1 shall be the duly of the Seorctary to resgive and answer
efFieia) mail wuder the direction of the President: to keep an file, 11 a comprehensive inanner,
copies of al) correspondence sent and received: and 10 send apd give mtice of all mectings. H shall
be the dusy of the Secretary to record the proceedings and trasactions of all meetings of the Unil:
and o keep all books, papers and records that are needed to carry on the working of the offics and
care for the srehives of the Unit The Secretary is hereby vested with such antharify a3 iis
recessary 1o carry out the daties of the office successfully for the good of the Amedean Legion
Auxitiary.



Section 4: Dhuties of the Treasurer - It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to rective all monkes
belonging to ke Usit and seeount for them. The Treasurer shal [y the bonding fee as determined
by the Department Office. The Treasurer shall maintain two (23 separate funds, namely & General
Fund, and Poppy Fund. Al Poppy donaticsss shall be placed 11 the Poppy Fund and be used 1o
amshst the Veleran gnd lisfher children. The Treasurer shall keep an acoounting of the receipts and
expenditures, making an arousl veport theeeon and such otber repons as may b deemed necessiry
by the Unit Bxecutive Commitiee, The geeounts shatl be audited annually. Al corress bills shall be
puicd before wansferring all funds, books, vouchers and papers bel pnping 1o the Uit 1o the
SUCTLSEOF.

Sectfon 52 Duties of the Chaplain - 11 shalt be the duty of the Chaplain 10 offer prayer at U
upening snd closing of sach meeting, and perform such other duties as divected by the President
urt 1o notify Department of any deccased members on a monthty basis.

ricords of the Unit and o make a roport te the Department.

Section 7 Duties of the Serpeant-ai-Arms - 1t shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms fo
preserve order at the meeting of the Urit and in perform such dulies as may be requesied by the
President.

Section - Whete considered pecessary, 4 recording seoretary and s corresporsling seeretary may
be: elected 10 carey out the duties nonmally performed by the secretary.

Section ¢ The office of secrerary may be combined with that of ireasurer and colled “seoretary -
tressiey

AWTHILE 11 - DUES

Section I+ The amivs! Seaior membership dues of the Unil shall be as stated in the Standing Bules
witich yhall include the Depariment and National per capita. The annual dues of the Junior
membership shall bie as stated in the Standing Rules 1o include the Deparmment and National per
capie

Section 7: A member fnling to pay annigal dues, including the Unit, Departiment, and National
assessmments by Janwary 31, shall be classified a9 delinguent and shall be suspended from all
membership privileges. Payment of back dues, after suspension, shall reinstate such member 10
sctive membership, Any member delinguent 1o December 31 of the year of the delinguency shall
anotatically be dropped from the rolls and may be reinstated by only paving back dues or by re-
establishing eligibility ad making applicalion as a new member.

4%



ARTICLE TV -~ UNIT MEETINGS

Seetion 1+ The repular scheduled meeting of American Legion Auxiliary, Sierling M ellellan Linit
142, T shall be held as stated in the Standing Rules. An Exccutive Comnmitice meeting shall B
held an stated o the Standing Rules.

Section 2: The nombee of members 6f a Unit that shall constiuie & quoran at any reguiar
scheduled meeting of the Unit shall be 25 stated in the Standing Rules.

Sectlon 3: Specisl meetings of the Lnit iy be called by the President, by » maority of the
Exerutive Conmittee, with the President aotified, or upon written request of three {3} memboers of
ihe Uinit,

Seetion 4 Plectronie meetings and voting may be hield during an emergency situation of af any
fimme 8 Unit’s officers deem necessary, Notification of an electronie meeting and/or voting must be
sent 1 cach memher of the Unit vis email or regular mail if no email address iz aveilable and shall
comtain an agenda and any documents that participants will need 1 reference in advance so that
participants can foflow e flow of the meeting andior voting procedure. Minutes of the electronic
preeting mmst be created as well ag recording the motions snd voles.

ARTICLE V - ELECTION

Section 1: Flections shall be held annually. In order to participate in the election of the Usit
CTicers, a member shall have paid dues for the current fiseal vear within which the election is held.

Section 2+ Veetions shall be by ballor, and a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary with the
nominee declured. I there is only one person nomismted for an office the ballol may be dispenscd
with and that nominee declared o winner,

Sevtion 3: All Officers and Executive Commitice members shall be elected st & meeting duly
called for thie parpose not miore than ninety (90) days prior, nor less (han Gfteen {15} days prior,
Diepartment Convention

Seefion 4: The Unii shall notify the Depetiment Seoretiry of the narnes and sddresses of such
newly elected officers, not less (han ten (10} days prior (o Convention. certification to be made on
forms fumished by Depuriment.

Section §: Vacancies in oifice beiween sonual elections shall be filled by the Bxecutive
Ceomeutiee.

Sevtion 6 Delepates and Alternmtes to Dlstriet Constitutiona! Conlerence, or Departiment
Comvention shall be elected pot less than swo {2} weeks prior  the Conference op Comvention.
Adtersates shall have priorty i the order of thewr election,



ARTICLE Vi - COMMITIEES

The Linit shall have the following Core Commattess: Americanisim, Children & Youth,
Constivation and Bylaws, Membership, National Sccarity, Audit, Veterans Affairs and
Felmbilitmion, and sl other mission and memberforpanizational support committess as provided
in the Standing Rules

ARTICLE VI - THANSFERS
Transfer of memberslip from one Unit to snothier in the Depariment of Florida shall be upon
application of the member to, and acceptamee by, the other Unit, in conformity with Nations! and
Dsepartrnent Consntution and Bylaws,

ARTICLE VIH - ISCIPLINE

Section 1: For any violation of the Unit, Departiment, or Nattonal Constiution, or {or comduct
inproper and prejudicial 1o the welfare-of the Auxiliary or The Amencan Legion, any member
may be expelled from membesship or any officer may be removed from office by g two thirds {1/3)
vole at 2 Uinit meeting duly called tor that purpose, sad expulsion or removal to be binding only in
the cvent said member or officer shall have heen given at lenst Nifteen (13} dayy” nolice tn wiiting
by the Ulnit Secretiry of the charges and the hearing thereon. Either party muy bave the ngdit {o
appeal 1o the Department Fxecutive Committoe wind thelr action thereon shall be final. The
vxpenses of the said appeal shall be bome by the appellant.

section 2 Any member may report & violation of bullving i wriling withou! fear of retaliation 1o de
Mepariment Office. The orpanization considers all inguiries ad complaints aboul actions of members 1 be
strictly confidential. The complaint will provide a process for the Depariment Bxeculive Commitiee ©o
investigate and att on the violation

Such process shall be s comimitios of thres (3) mombers consisting of the National Bxevobive
Comrnittcoperson, the Depariment First Wice President and one Past Deperbmeid Pregident (From s differem
Pristriet than the complaint) who shall be appointed by the Department Pregident with the National
Commitieeperson serving ag the Chairman, This commitiee will investipste arad recommmend disciplinary
action i the full Executive Commitiee for a voie,

The commitiee shall render discipline appropriste 1o the wolation. Said discipline shall be binding.
Howewver, the disciplined membes fass g right 1o appeal the discipline and #s ultimate setions shall be final

Keetion 3: No ember, or group of members, shall subjet this Unit w Habality without suthonzation of
the Unit



ARTICLE IX -~ PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
The Linit erganization shall be governed by “Robert's Rulea of Order, Newly Revised” on afl
points nol covereid in National andfor Department Constitulion snd Bylaws
ARTHOLE X - AMENDMENTS

Seerion Ir These Bylaws may be amended by Dwo thivds {23 voie of the members present sl 2

regulyr meeling, provided the proposed amendments shall bave been read at o previous tet
moetitg,

Section 2 Amendments not haviog been previously read may be adopted by the spanimous vole
of the mermbers présent.

Section 3: These Bylaws shall sutomativally be smended 1o contorn o the National snd
Trepartment Consitution snd Bylaws sad Standing Rules of the American Legion Auxiliary.

PHIS CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS WERE READ, VOTED O AND APPROVED AT
OUR REGULAR UNIT MEETING ON_ DEddii € ol

N e o

Uit Secretary

Pt



