Sample Unit Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
OF
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
UNTFLEGAL NAME & NUMBER, INC. »
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA £Cry vep
UNIT ADDRESS AP g -

DATE

PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes:
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order;
te foster and perpetuate 2 one hundred percent Americamism; to preserve the memories and
incidents of our associations during the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of 1nd1v1dual obligation to
the cornmarmity; siate atd-xatiodi; to confedt the amtecenty o6l the clomses. aaf o mmssos; o
make right the master of might; tfo promote peace and goodwill on earth; to safeguard and transmit
to posterity tire principlés of justice; freedomrand defiiocracy; to participate in and contribute to the
accomplishment of the aims and purposes of The Amenoan Legion; to consccrate and sanct:fy our
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CONSTITUTION .
ARTICLE I- NAME

Mame afthis mgamMMlhe*Amencan Legwn MIM&

- Um‘i‘ Is- Ire.; Departiiént of Florrda

~ - . . -ARTICIE I -NATURE

1 _ < Unit gﬁ}lnc, shall be
absoluicly nonpolmcal andshall not be used for dlssemmatmn of pamsa:n prmmpIes nor for any
- premsotion of MM any poreen seckingpublic oiﬁwut;ﬁeferment '
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ARTICLE I - OBJECT

The object.of the American Legion Auili i nit /4, Inc., Department
of Hlorida, shall cas-stated Trthe Prosmbie te the-Cohstitution.

Section 1: Membership in the American Legion Auxiliary shail be limited to the grandmothers,
avothers, sigters, wives, mad Jieact-anitzdoped femile dcxooadmits of meeters-of The American
Legion, and to the grandmothers, mothers, sisters, wives, and direct and adopted female
descendants of all mew zind women-who were in the Armed Forces of the United States during any
of the following periods: April 6, 1917-November 11, 1918; December 7, 194 1-December 31,
1986 Tane 25, 1950—Janwaiy 31, 1953; Rebusary 78, 196 LRy 7, 1975, Atgust 24, 1982-July 31,
1984; December 20, 1989-January 31, 1990; August 2, 1990 to the date of cessation of hostilities
as-determined by the Government of thie UnitedSiates; all dites inclusive or who being citizens of
the United States at the time of their entry therein; served on active duty in the Armed Forces of

povornmens asseiatod with The United™States during any of said-petiods, and died in
the line of duty or after honorable discharge; and to those women who of their own right are
ehgible for membership in The American Legion.’

" Seclion2: There shallbetiwo classes of sacmbendtip, Scavor dnd Jumior: -

A. Senior membership shall be composed of members age eighteen (18) and older; provided,
however, a member eligible tinder section 1 of this article, and who is under the age of eighteen
(18) years and married shall be classified as a Senior.

B. JeniormmeMibership shtt‘consist'of that greup under the age of eighteen (18) years, whose
activitics shalt be-supervised by the Seiitor membership. Upon reaching the age of eighteen (18),
Junior members shall automatically be admitted into Senior membership with full privileges.

C. Draes for beth classes shifll be paid.suneiily-or-Tor Tife.

ARTICLE V—UNIT OFFICERS

' “Section 1: The Unit shall elect annually a President, First Vice President, Second Vice President,
Secretary* “Feeasurer, Chiaplain, Historiar, Sergeant-at-Arms, Assistant Sergeani-at-Arms who
shall serve until their successors are duly installed or as otherwise provided.

{or a combination of some of these officers.)

*Seeretarymay bt dlected orgppointed.
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ARTI{:LE-V&- E)@ﬁfﬁ‘IVE €OMN[[TTEE

Mﬁkmm Mﬁ!ﬁﬁﬂ cnnsxst of all officers and A/ / 4
addmonal Members at Large elected by the Umit. The term of office for members 4f the Executive

ARTICLE VI — FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year shall be the same as that of the Department.

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS

Section 1 This Constitution may be amended by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members at a regular
meeting, provided the proposed amendment shall have been read at the previous meeting.

L.w - 2: A "'ﬂ-f"-: H ".f"r'. . - .-==' .." i % L g s M .-'lf i * R i ‘-.—: N L E ot : ' T ~'" ". ---_-':_’,---!_" Wthe
unanimous voie of the members present.

S#ction 3+ This Conistitation shak be automatically amendéd to conform to theNational and
Department Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules of the American Legion Auxiliary.



BYLAWS

ARTICLE I — EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

gﬁtwn 1: Between meetings, the government and management of this Unit shall be entrusied to
the Executives Committee arid all proceedings of said comsnittec shall be presented to the Unit at
the next meeting for approval.

Séction 2: A-vacancy on the Executive Committee, from amy-vanse ey Bty Expiration of a
term, shalt be filled by a majority vote of the entire committee. A person so elected shall hold
office for the unexpired term of the member she succeeds.

Section 3: ‘Kmajority of the menther§ of the Exootifive Comsittee: shall comgiitos

= aGUOTUR.

Section 4: Special meetings may be called by order of the President, or on written or electronic
request of at least thre¢ (3) members of the Execitive Committee. Uniform notice of such special
meetings shall be given to ail members of the Executive Commitiee; and, except in extreme
emergencyyehill be givenat least forty-cight @8) hours.an albmete. ALf getiatmeetings only
business specified shall be transacted. )

ARTICLE II - DUTIES AND POWERS OF OFFICERS

Section 1> Duties of the Unit President — Tt shail be the duty of the President to pteside at all
meetings of the Unit and Unit Executive Meetings; to enforce strict observance of the Constifution
and Bylaws; to appoint members of Standing Committees; to create such other committees and

" appoint members thereof as she deeins advisable; to perform other such duties as custom and
parliamentary mesage regniecdand toappoint alletiuzessst viks wie peeaEt Tor.

Section 2 Duties 6fthe Vice President — The First and Second Vice Presidents, in the order
named, shall, when called upon, assist the President and in her absence, perform her duties and
shall succeed her in office in case of death, resignation or removal.

Section 3 Duties ofthie Secretary — It shall bethe duty of the Secretary to receive and answer -
official mail under the direction of the President; to keep on file, in a comprehensive manner,
copies of all correspondence sent and received; and to send and give notice of all meetings. It shail
be the duty of the Secretary to record the proceadifigs and transaction$ of all meetings of the Unit;
and to keep all books;, papers and récords that are needed to'cdrry on the working of the office and
care for the archives of the Unit. She is hereby vested with such authority as it is necessary to carry
out her duties successfulty for the goodof the Anmesican Legion Auxiliary.



Sectwn 4: Duties of the Treasurer — It shall be the dnty of Sy ;recﬁve all monies

Uepartment ()’ﬂ“ﬁ:e She sﬁa[[ maimtain two (2) separate ﬁind's namel"y a Géneral Fund, and Poppy
Fund All Poppy donations shall be _placed in the Poppy Fund and be used. to assist the Veteran

Comzmttee Her accounts sﬁall be audlted aunualry She sﬁa[I pay a[[ current “bills before
transferring all funds, books, vouchers and papers belongmg to the Unit to her SUCCESSOT.
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Secﬁan 5 Duhes of the Chaplam It shall be the duty of the Chaplain to offer praya“a( thé
. ach meagting: ﬁm suckrother-dytics as-dixe eteekb%&!ﬁ'ﬁresxdent

and to notlfy Department of any deceased members on a monthly basis.
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Section 6: Dutles of the Hlstonan It shall be the duty of the Historian to complle the Wﬁal
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Section 7: Duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms — It shail be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to
tauperbrmasachd t:esmwhewuested by the
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ARTICLE [{- DUES _

E S, .

Sectum I: The annual Semor membersh;p dues of the‘ﬁm‘tm

§ianding Rules

capita

Section 2: A member failing fop pay annuil dues, including the Unit, Department, and Natlonai
assessments by January 31, shall be classified as delmquent and shal'ﬂ'ie iy

active memﬁersﬁlp Any member delinquent to D“ecemb"er 3T of’fﬁe year of' the del‘iﬂquency shall
automatically be dropped from the rolls and may be reinstated by on[y paymg back dues or by re-
establishing cligibility and making application as a new meﬁfbef S

ARTICTE TV - UwrrﬁEETlNGs

Soction Y. T, of #¢ mire
#—ﬁh sholl be lickdas stated-in-the Stes 4’ aamittbe- mecie
beheléa&state&thtaMRn&e& . I R S

Section 2: The number of members of a Umt that shalito



Section 3: Special meetings of the Unit may be called by the President, by a majority of the
Executive Committee, with the President notified, or upon written request of three (3) members of”
the Unit.

ARTICLE V - ELECTION

o~

Sectwn I: Elections shall be held annually In Ofder to partzcmate in the electlon of the Umt

Section 2: Elections shall be by ballot, and a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary with the
nominee declared. If there is only one person nominated for an office the ballot may be dispensed
with and that nominee declared a winner.
Seetton’3: AR Officers and Executive Committeé faembers shall be-etected at a meeting duly
called for the purpose not more than ninety (90) days prior, nor ]ess than fifteen (15) days prior, to
Department Conventlon

Sectivn 47 “Fire Unit shad?niotify theTepartment Secretary of the names and addresses of such
newly elected officers, not less than ten (10} days prior to Convention, certification to be made on
forms furnished by Department.

Section 5F “Vacancies i office between annual €léciions shall be filtéd by the Executive
Committee.

Mpicmmtos.anil Alternates bo stiic: Govmtitatei Tea¥erte, or Department
Conventton shall be eiected not less than two (2) weeks prior to the Confetence or Convention.
Alternates shall have priority in the order of their election.

The Unit shall have the following Core Committees: Americanism, €ffildren & Youth,

" Conistitiition and Bylaws, Membership, Natiomal Sécurity, Audit, Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation, and such other mission and memberlorgamzaﬁonai support committees as provided
. srthe Standeng Rules.

ARTICLE VII - TRANSFERS
Transfer of membership from one Unit to another in the Department of Florida shall be upon
application of the member to, and acceptance by, the other Unit, in conformity with National and




Ol VIH - DISCIPLINE

A

Section 1: For any violation of the Unit, Department, or National Constitution, or for conduct
improper and prejtidiciatto thie welfare of the Auxiliary or The American Legion, any member
may be expelled from membership or any officer may be removed from office by a two thirds (2/3)
viete-at a Unit mreetivg doly callsd for s pempese, ssidespatsionor iémoval to'be binding only in
the event said member or officer shall have been given at least fifieen (15) days’ notice in writing
by thie Unit Setretary ofthe charges and thie hearing thereon. Either party may have the right to
appeal to the Department Executive Committee, and their action thereon shall be final. The
expenses of the said appelsi shafl be bareby whe appeliant.

Seetion 2: No member, or group of members, shall'subject this Unit to liability without
authorization of the Unit.

The Unit organization shall be governed by “Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised” on ail
points not covered in National and/or Department Constitution and Bylaws.

- ARTECLE X AMBNBMENY

Section 1: These Bylaws may be amended by two thirds (2/3) vote of the members-present at a
regutar meeting, providedrthe proposed amendwrents shall have been read at a previous Unit
meeting.

© Sectioh 2: Asnenidmeatsmof having been previousty Tead fay be-adppet® by tesammous vote

of the members present.

Section 3: These Bylaws shall automatically be amended to conform to the National and
Department Constitution and Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Amernican Legion. Auxihary.

- THIS CONSTITUTION AND“BYIMW%REREKD VUTE‘D ON AND APPRUVED AT
'OUR REGULARUNIT MEETING ON' v

Uit Constitiition and Bylaws Chairman

X
Department Constitution & Bylaws Chairman Date Approved




