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THIS MONTH'S EDITION

Jane Hardacre

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MISSION STATEMENT

In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of

the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The
American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those
who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans,
military, and their families, both at home and

abroad.

For God and Country, we advocate for veterans,
educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote
patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.

VISION STATEMENT

The vision of The American Legion Auxiliary is to
support The American Legion while becoming

the premier service organization and foundation
of every community providing support for our
veterans, our military, and their families by shaping
a positive future in an atmosphere of fellowship,

patriotism, peace and security.

Want to submit an article
and/or photos to ¢ ZeGloria (luwe: ?

alafl.org/submit

alaflnews@alafl.org

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA

ALSO INCLUDING...

NEC

JUNIORS
DISTRICTS & UNITS

MEMBERSHIP REPORTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAY 2023
6 District 11 Constitutional Conference
6 District 12 Girl State Orientation
6 District 14 Constitutional Conference
6 District 3 Girl State Orientation
6 District 4 Constitutional Conference
6 District 7 Constituational Conference
y/ District 16 Constitutional Conference
7 Distrcti 5 Constitutional Conference
v District 6 Girls State Orientation (#2)
13 District 12 Constutitional Conference
13 District 2 Girl State Orientatoin
20  District 1 Constitutional Conference
20  District 13 Constitutional Conference
20  District 15 Constutional Conference
20  District 17 Constitutional Conference
20  District 9 Constitutional Conference
21 District 8 Constitutional Conference
27  District 6 Constitutional Conference
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
JANE HARDACRE

| first have to give a shout
out to the Department

of Florida Auxiliary
members. Because of your
hard work, dedication,
and family attitude, we
are #1 in the Nation for
membership! Thank you
for“Painting The Town For

March ended with my visit to the 15th District. These
Units know how to Continue Our Legacy Of Respect
by supporting their Legion, participating in veterans
ceremonies, and working the Mission. They recognize
our youth with Good Deed awards, include the Juniors
in their projects, and practice what they preach about
FAMILY! They are a loving, caring, and FUN group.

They think outside of the box when planning
fundraising events, invite others to these events, and
partner up with each other and other organizations to
maximize their volunteer base. District 15 really works
as a team. They keep in mind WHY they joined, and it
shows. Their enthusiasm knows no bounds! They are
proud of their history and keep their legacy alive.

April started with my joint Homecoming with
Detachment Commander Gerard Sambets. Everyone
who attended saw how two individuals could come
together with two different approaches yet seamlessly
become ONE. Thank you to the planners, volunteers, and
attendees for saying #colormethere. The food, photo
booth, and family were the best!

Next on the agenda was the Department of Florida
Children & Youth picnic in Lehigh Acres. What a
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wonderful, positive, fun, and family event! AGAIN, the
Legion Family came together with baskets, events,

open minds and open hearts! Our National Southern
Division Vice President Linda Smiley made her official
visit! Everyone wore their PURPLE shirts to honor our
Military Children. The children painted “Be Kind” signs,
Rosie raised money with a kissing booth, children played
games, and we raised a lot of money for the Children &
Youth program. They are our future!

My next event was attending Department of Florida
Legion Commander Eunice Butt’s homecoming. Itis

an extreme honor to work with the Commander this
year! She is a loving, hard-working, dedicated, and stern
leader. We had the distinct honor of hearing Patricia
Harris speak. She is the National Vice Commander for
The American Legion. She commended Florida on
showing how the FAMILY can thrive when they work
together. Due to Commander Butt’s leadership, the
TEAM working the Mission, and the members of the
Department of Florida family are Continuing Our Legacy
Of Respect!

I would like to thank our Headquarters staff. Behind the
scenes, they work hard, accept change, and dedicate
themselves to our organization. Their “can do” attitude is
evident in everything they do.

Brandi Seeber — Department Treasurer
Mary Kelly Perkins — Department Secretary
Keny Gardner - Office Manager

Patsy Sewell - Membership Coordinator

Thank you for coloring our world! #ColorMeThere

CALLING ALL MEMBERS!

GUESS WHAT???
We live in Florida. You can wear shorts,

jeans, flip flops to Department Convention!
We want you comfortable, and COLORFUL!!
Please keep in mind that you still should be
presentable in your attire. See you there!




NEC

WANDA BRANDT

To keep up with all the

procedures and policies of

the American Legion Auxiliary

organization, national

headquarters offers ALA

Academy classes for free. |

encourage unit officers and

) members who want to learn

) more to check these classes out
by visiting the national website

at: www.legion-aux.org/Academy

If your unit has not increased your dues. Remember
that dues are increasing effective September 1, 2023,
for membership 2024.

JUNIORS
DARA OLIVER

) Are you getting Excited for

The FL Juniors will have the
opportunity to hold their own
) meeting at Convention 2023 in
) Orlando at the World Marriott

Center on Saturday, June 17th.
Any ALA FL Junior can attend the meeting, if they are
under 8, a parent or guardian must be present in the
room with them.

Any paid, up-to-date Florida Junior (8 years of age and
older) wishing to Run for Honorary Department Junior
Office can do so by filling out the Intent to Run Form.

[*Page 5*] This form must be submitted by: June 17th
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EDGE .
COMPUTER CONSULTING

Veterans & Legion Members

www.edgecomputerconsulting.com

If units or districts have questions and do not know
where else to turn, | encourage you to contact your
District President and/or Department Office staff. Help
is out there so just reach out. If these members do not
have an answer, they will find it and get back to you.

The following was originally posted on the ALA
National Membership Group and it holds a lot of value.

“We are an organization of volunteers. We believe
in the Mission. If we focus on the‘Mission and ‘Be
Nice’ we can accomplish great things. Great things
that will benefit our Veterans, their families, and our
communities.”

to Chairman: Dara Oliver either handed in or mailed if
the Junior will not be at Convention.

Dara Oliver

Junior Activities Chairman
17776 SE 158th Court
Weirsdale, FL 32195

Don't forget to send in Patches ASAP. The Juniors and
Young SAL members that earned patches this year, will
be recognized during the Junior Activities Report, as
well as the Junior Member of the Year and we will hear
platform remarks from HDJ President: Jasmine Harris.

Bring your ALA FL Juniors to Convention, as we
will have activities for them to do and a donation
to President Jane’s Project ~ The Gary Sinise
Foundation; SnowBall Express.

Save 200/0 on standard labor

More info

)
(689) 213-9798 :

help@edgecomputerconsulting.com
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Junior Activities

==AMERICAN

LEGION
AUXILIARY

DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA

Honorary Junior Officer - Department of FL
Junior Intent to Run Form

Junior members intending to become a candidate for an Honorary Junior office shall file
with the Department Junior Activities Chairman:
by (date) . Candidates must be a Junior ALA of FL member, in
good standing and have proof that their (year) dues has been paid.

I, (name) Junior Membership #
hereby declare my intention to become a candidate for the Office of Honorary Department
Junior for the year 2023 - 2024.
Please tell us in 75 words or less, why you are qualified to serve in this capacity and
qualified to serve. (other side if needed)

I understand that I may be invited to future functions & meetings and
my photo may be used on social media and in public relations forums.

I understand that my participation is voluntary and not required.

I understand that I may be asked to attend Unit, District &
Department functions, meetings, conferences, schools of instruction,
conventions etc.. as a representative of the Junior Activities Committee
and are at least 8 Years Old.

I understand that if elected, I shall not travel as a representative of
the Department of Florida; unless authorized by the Unit, District or
Department of Florida.

I solemnly swear that I am qualified to hold an Honorary office, I'm a
member in good standing of the American Legion Auxiliary, considered a
Jr. member because of my age, will not knowingly participate in any
fraudulent campaign practices and will follow the Jr. Code of Conduct.

Signature: DOB
Address: Phone #
Unit # District # Dept. of Florida

Parents Signature: Date




DEPARMENT CONVENTION

e Be looking for the Call to Convention

e Member Dress code: FLORIDA!! Jeans, shorts, flip flops etc
DRESS TASTEFULLY

e Enjoy the classes

e Celebrate our Year

e Open Membership Parade: Dress up and have FUN!
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CALL FOR PAGES

We need pages for Department Convention.

If you are interested:

1. Dress code is colorful pants and top

2. Work with the Chairman of Pages

3. Be available for General Session

4. Greet our members

5. Contact Penny Kanbara — 407-879-2528

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA



OUR DISTRICTS AND UNITS
DISTRICT 1

District 1 - Clifford Chester Sim’s
State Veteran’s Home in 1st District.
Our Vietnam Veteran’s at Sim’s
Loved our Pizza Party, and the
“Welcome Home Celebration”.

District 5-0On April 1, 2023, the Mighty 5th District held a Military Child Table Setting Ceremony at Post 283. What an
awe-inspiring way to kick off Military Child month.The Honorary 5th District Junior officers opened the ceremony. 5th
District Jr Chairman Julie Kay led the program while the Junior members participated. It was a beautiful ceremony

to honor the sacrifices made by our Military Children. This ceremony is inspired by the POW/MIA remembrance table
ceremony. A delicious luncheon was served immediately following the ceremony and was well attended by the 5th
District Legion Family.
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OUR DISTRICTS AND UNITS
UNIT 62

Unit 62 - Dist 11 Unit 62 Auxiliary Member Jamie Schoonover will serve as Guardian for a Vietnam Vet on Honor Flight
April 15th. We were able to meet for lunch at Mission BBQ with another Guardian and 2 other Vietnam Veterans before
the flight.

Unit 62 - Dist 11 Unit 62 Auxiliary members
wore purple to our monthly meeting in
April to honor the Military Child and to
bring awareness to the Children and Youth
program.

Unit 138 - On Saturday, March 25, Unit 138 hosted the finals of the inaugural 15th District’s Legion’s Got Talent.

With three competitors from each of the participating Units of 111, 138, 148 and 152, who had held preliminaries at
their respective Post homes previously, the night was overflowing with talent! The competition also coincided with
President Jane’s visit to the District. After a delicious brisket dinner cooked by Auxiliary members Lisa Brooks and
Dawn Davis and Legionnaire member Scott Kessler, President Jane was put to work judging the awesome singers,
with the help of Brigadier General Snelson from USCENTCOM and local celebrity DJ Jesse Kage. Tanya and Eddie,
sponsored by Unit 152, won first and third places, respectively and Meg, sponsored by Unit 138 won second place.
The standing room only crowd was also entertained by Andrea Sherman, Unit 152, singing the National Anthem, Unit
138's Americanism Essay winner in Class Il, Caroline Snelson, reciting her essay, and Post Commander Mike Sherman
singing President Jane’s theme song “Colors”. The big winner of the night was the Gary Sinise Foundation of Central
Florida to which all the proceeds from the event were donated in a check presentation of $1700.00 at the end of the
evening! And a special thanks goes out to 15th District President Eileen Wilson, the lucky winner of the progressive
50-50 raffle, who donated back the entire jackpot of $380 to be added to the LGT check for a total of $2080.00!

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA



UNIT 194

Unit 221 - Unit 221 in Niceville teamed up with the Sons and had a wine and palnt party for their community service
programs.

UNIT 273

VALOR BROGRAM

by
" BayCare G:“U’L‘E‘!“.““

Unit 273 - Community One Three Day Stand Down in Shady Hills, FL. Thursday, Fnday and Saturday April 20-23 for
Pasco, Hillsborough and Pinellas homeless veterans. They stay overnight at Fivay High School in Hudson. In the
Concourse Rotary Pavilion the veterans are fed, receive information about community services and collect donated
necessary items. On Friday, Janice Hill, Sue Craft, and many volunteers served spaghetti and salad dinner. Promi-nent
volunteers participated in this annual community event for veterans.
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OUR DISTRICTS AND UNITS
UNIT 283

Unit 283 - Childrens Easter Party

On Saturday, March 25th our Auxiliary Unit held their annual Easter Party. Flyers were posted on Facebook as well as
the USO at the Mayport base. With the help of many unit members the party was a huge success.

We had children from eighteen (18) months to sixteen (16) years old. We had prizes, games and eggs that were for
children of all ages.

The children were each given an Easter bucket to gather eggs in and to take their treasures home with them. Each
child and parent made an Easter bunny lunch bag craft to have their candy treat in at the end of the party. There were
really cute and individual looking bag bunnies. The treats for the bag were candy, granola bars, pencils, erasers, and
each bag received three (3) filled eggs

Door prizes were given out as well as other items such as jump ropes, finned footballs, twirley bird helicopters, foam
planes and the smaller children got small stuffed animals.

The kitchen staff prepared a very good meal for the group. There were chicken nuggets, mini corn dogs, baked
macaroni and cheese and cooked candied carrots. The desserts were so many it filled a table as well as water and
Caprisun.

One of our Post 283 members, Bruce, baked snickerdoodle cookies as well as gave each child and expectant Mom an
Easter card with a crisp two (2) dollar bill inside. He also put a two (2) dollar bill in one Easter egg that was hidden.

children were finished hunting the eggs. No child was scared with the arrival of the bunny and they were given the
opportunity to get a picture together or give the bunny (her) a hug. Yes, they hugged the bunny.

The meal was served, the children looked through their eggs and got their treats as they were preparing to leave. We
had about seventy-five (75) total attendees with the children and parents.

We would like to give BIG thank you to our auxiliary members who cooked. Thank you to Yvette, Nancy, Gina, Sue,
Kam, Ella, and to Linda our chaplain for the beautiful prayers. Thank you Carmen and her two (2) great helpers for
hiding the eggs and watching to make sure all went well. Be assured no children or flowers were harmed in the
hunting of eggs. Also thank you to everyone who stayed and helped us clean up afterwards.

We are looking forward to our next fun event. Hope everyone enjoys the pictures.

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA



Unit 291 - On April 23, 2023 the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291 of Steinhatchee helped with a community
event Jogging for Jugs “Fishing for a Cure”. Jogging for Jugs provides help to local residents that are currently under
treatment for various types of cancer. This was the first fishing tournament to raise money to support this group.
Members of the Auxiliary are on the board and also work all the various events that this organization puts on.
Money raised helps with gas to get back and forth to treatments, helps with utility bills and other services that these
individuals need. For the tournament volunteers registered the fishing entries, sold raffle tickets for various donated
items, and sold tee shirts and cups. It was a successful event thanks to everyone that participated.

UNIT 382

Unit 382 - Such a beautiful day to have our very first Juniors project launched at ALA UNIT 382! We have a community
garden and a flower bed project that we're working on. We had 6 kiddos join us with their parents coming out to
support today from all the family! We had hibiscus, roses, saga palms, and tomatoes donated by members that were
all potted and ready to grow even bigger today! Each kiddo took home a pot that each planted seeds of various
veggies. They will water the plants 2 times a day and then come back on May 7th with their plant to show the
progress to the others and possibly plant. Scouts Master, Chuck Spence, is donating decking to allow us to have a
raised garden bed to transplant the veggies when they’re ready. #colormethere
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ARE YOU Y FOR
CONVENTION???

|t’s that time of the year again.... | know... that happened fast! Convention will
be here before you know it. Make sure you have booked your rooms!

This year has been another year we could've never expected nor imagined, but
despite those obstacles OUR PRESIDENT JANE has been attacking everything
head on, like a heat seeking missile with the most energetic effort. Let's
standout and show our appreciation by “coloring” the entire event.

We have a limited amount of tie dye and collared shirts available and now
would be the time to order so you can receive them before convention.

DON'T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR POLOS AND T-SHIRTS!!!

Let us show our appreciation to President Jane and have a convention full of
#colormethere.

YOURE INVITED TO© CELEBRATE WITH US]

Belonjthellookoutiforgmorelinformationfon!
Registrationl&iConyvention

i P L




AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA
POPPIES OF FLANDERS FIELD QUILT
49” x 58”

TICKETS $10 EACH
FUNDRAISER SPONSORED BY UNIT 237 BEVERLY HILLS

QUILT MADE AND DONATED BY NATALIE SCOTT

\j]_,._l_-'l 'Jml s I‘I i) Hl PARGSS Blmu
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Drawing at ALA Dept.
of FL
Convention
June 17, 2023

Do not need
to be present to win.
All proceeds benefit
President Jane
Hardacre’s special
project: Gary Sinise
Foundation Snowball
Express

#CO ORMETHER
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06.15.2023

- FREE ADMISSION. FREE BEER AND REFRESHMENT, WHILE
- SUPPLIES LAST. CASH BAR AVAILABLE. EVENTS ENDS AT 8:30 PM.

www.floridalegion.org
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THE DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA PRESENTS

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY

INTERNATIONAL '
THE SMOKIN
BALLROOM TORPEDOES



MEMBERSHIP REPORTS

APRIL 28, 2023

DISTRICT 1

UNIT ary GOAL JR SR TOTAL PERCENT

DISTRICT 3

UNIT aTy GOAL JR SR TOTAL PERCENT

Crestview 100.47%

Monticello 33 33 122.22%

122.22%

89.61%

116.67%

105.38%
100.00%

SN N I T [N R

108.16%
106.53%

w5 o T ow [ e [ ouren
CSouthport | 54 |0 | 41 | @1 | 750 TOTALS 718 16 752 768  106.96%
TS I N N N

I I I 7 BT

[ 7N I N

Panama City Beach 112.50%

105.26%

TOTALS 1824 45 1811 1856 101.75%

DISTRICT 4

UNIT ary GOAL TOTAL PERCENT

RO R
DISTRICT 2 0la [ 19 [ 1] 16 89.47%
85.71%
-ﬂ-- 1045%
| 28 | 31 | 10333%

117.78%

UNIT ary GOAL JR SR TOTAL PERCENT

Tallahassee 89.61%

I N N N
s 0 [0

89.66%
> 112.41%

103.23%

90.91%
81.63%

106.45%

0
95.77% 86.96%

| 40 |
TOTALS 323 41 268 309 95.67% “-- 101.99%

TOTALS 1022 18 1093 1111 108.71%




DISTRICT 5

UNIT CITy GOAL JR SR TOTAL

PERCENT

88.06%

129.70%

Jacksonville - 107.89%
TOTALS 2723 170 2627 2797 102.72%
DISTRICT 6
UNIT  CITY GOAL JR TOTAL PERCENT

SR

Wildwood

100.00%

Winter Garden 34 “ 64.71%

Saint Cloud 102.66%
Bushnell 96.40%
Ocoee 100.00%
Winter Park 108.00%
Fern Park 100.00%
Fruitland Park 112.20%
Groveland 100.00%
Orlando 94.44%
Orlando 92.35%

Leesburg 95.59%
Orlando 207.69%
97.89%
Orlando 92.31%

—
Q.
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TOTALS 4420 72 4283 4355 98.53%

DISTRICT 7

UNIT ary GOAL JR TOTAL PERCENT

SR
I I N 2 N
I N N R T
owcecy | ot [0 2 [ o | s
I R O I T

ewses | o [0 [ o

TOTALS 1073 18 1052 1070 99.72%
DISTRICT 8
UNIT Ty GOAL R SR TOTAL PERCENT

117.14%

92.17%
112.69%
97.53%
102.92%
97.71%
101.95%
94.08%
122.03%
101.27%

106.25%

91.41%

TOTALS 3558 59 3536 3595 101.04%




DISTRICT 9

ary GOAL JR TOTAL PERCENT DISTRICT 1 2

SR
rollywood e 7.32%

97.30%

95.24%

98.24% 97.57%

Deerfield Beach 101.17% Fort Pierce -- 105.43%

Fort Lauderdale 78.38% Melbourne 119.88%

Dania Beach 76.47% Palm Bay 107.21%

Ft Lauderdale 100.00% Jensen Beach 86.08%

Fort Lauderdale 141.94% Eau Gallie 104.57%

Deerfield Beach 93.75% Fort Pierce 93.33%

Dania 123.53% Sebastian 120.25%

Hallandale 129.17% Melbourne 87.50%

Cooper Cit 93.45%
ooper-ty > Satellite Beach 102.35%

Sunrise 123.08%

Port St Lucie 115.18%
96.01% 89.13%

ey o o o e Tovom
Palm Bay [ 207 | 112.56%
I R N N N T

TOTALS

Total 70 1062 1132

4412 111 4539 4650 105.39%

DISTRICT 11

UNIT cary GOAL JR SR TOTAL PERCENT

Belle Glade 123.08%

KKl

111.52%

a

DISTRICT 13

ary TOTAL PERCENT

Fort Myers 108.33%

100.00%

[eorcratore | o34 | & | 561 | so0 | asrme
[bete {151 [0 [vsv [ 51 | vonoon

102.73%
119.61%

105.56%
102.01%
121.62%
67.86%

Boynton Beach - 71.43%
Royal Palm Beach 125.93%

TOTALS 1489 58 1539 1597 107.25%

95.00%
Fort Myers Beach 118.23%
Bonita Springs 115.33%

106.13%
110.71%
83.50%

TOTALS 4613 96 4910 108.52%

Ty
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DISTRICT 16

DISTRICT 14 GOAL R TOTAL PERCENT
100.00%

GOAL IR SR PERCENT Clearwater

St Petersburg 116 2 105 107 92.24%

Key West 56 0 55 55 98.21%

New Port Richey 457 43 422 465 101.75%

South Miami 95.88%

Pinellas Park 111.42%

0043 | Homestead 56 28 28 50.00%

Largo 359 18 329 347 96.66%

0067 | North Miami 41 36 38 92.68%

olIN]|]O W

St Petersburg 296 13 252 265 89.53%

Coral Gables 93.33%

Treasure Island 122.35%

Miami 108.06%

Marathon 96.55% 0173 | Holiday 258 5 258 263 101.94%
Key West 0 19 86.36% 0238 | Safety Harbor 313 1 335 346 110.54%
Key Largo 0 69 89.61% 0252 | Seminole 1064 10 1152 | 1162 109.21%
0346 | Miami 18 0 13 13 72.22% 0273 | Madeira Beach 3427 6 3522 | 3528 102.95%
0374 | Key Biscayne 41 0 31 31 75.61% 0275 | Dunedin 980 6 1044 | 1050 107.14% _:’J
0305 | StPete Beach 149 0 139 139 93.29% ’

637 90.61%

Hudson 95 920 98 103.16%

8271 132 8481 8613 3%

DISTRICT 15
GOAL IR PERCENT DISTRICT 17

Tampa 72.97%
GOAL SR TOTAL PERCENT
0099 | Brooksville 20 1 20 21 105.00% Deland 103 | ol 120 | 120 | 12524%
011 | Tampa >3 [ 0] % i 92:45% 0017 | New Smyrna Beach 21 1| 197 | 198 | 93.84%
0138 | Tampa 482 | 5 | 544 | 549 | 113.90% 0045 | Palatka 0 3 3 37 | 12333%
0139 | Tampa 7 1o 9 o1 159.65% 0115 | Palm Coast 39 1| 44 | 45 | 11538%
0147 [ Odessa 43 0 | 45 45 104.65% 0120 | Holly Hill 215 3 | 209 | 212 | 98.60%
0148 | Riverview 208 5 196 201 96.63% 0127 | Lake Helen 23 2 16 18 78.26%
0152 | Tampa 249 9 242 251 100.80% 0255 | Deltona 24 6 24 30 125.00%
0167 | Tampa 15 1 14 15 100.00% 0259 | Debary 27 4 | 26 30 | 111.11%
0186 | Brooksville 368 | 1 | 326 | 327 | 88.86% 0267 | Ormond Beach 228 | 3 | 217 | 220 | 96.49%
0248 | West Tampa 14 1 1 12 85.71% 0270 | Port Orange 174 2 187 189 108.62%
0285 | Edgewater 124 | 1] 135 | 136 | 109.68%
TOTALS 1546 24 1564 1588  102.72% S Daytona 225 | 8 | 225 | 233 | 103.56%

TOTALS 1423 34 1443 1477 103.79%
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THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA

1912 LEERD, BLDG A
ORLANDO, FL 32810

407.293.7411 | 866.710.4192
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