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The 2011-2012 Year is Leaping Away:  I cannot believe that this 
is my last article as Department President … and that The 

Ribbitting News will go away forever.  That just 
sounds so final … and well, I guess it is.  I have 

enjoyed the great frog graphics as well as 
all of the other graphics that have made 
The Ribbitting News colorful and cheery.  

Thank you Emily for doing such a great job 
with it.  Ribbitt, Ribbitt!

Homecoming:    My Homecoming was held at 
Post 219 in Fruitland Park on Saturday, April 21st.  

What a fantastic event that was!  It took me days to 
come down from Cloud 9 after that evening.  It was “toadily” 
overwhelming to have so many friends, mentors, and relatives in 
one room.  I was honored to have 7 PDPs attend (6 were able to 
attend the evening’s festivities + 1 made a special trip over later in 
the evening after her grandson’s wedding).  My sincere thanks to all 
for attending and for the gifts bestowed upon me.  Wow!  PDC 
Warren Post was the chef, and members of the whole American 
Legion Family at 219 helped with a great meal and evening.  Thank 
you one and all.

Membership:    “Leap To Success” has been the theme this year 
… and it’s been a great one.  Districts across the state have used 
leaping frogs on football fields to track their status … and everyone 
seemed to enjoy it.  I know that everyone is out there striving to 
make 100%.  Many Units have done so already.  Please keep 
processing membership … don’t hold it! … pay for members who 
may not be able to pay for one reason or another … sign up new 
ones – let them pay only the per diem since in a few months you’ll 
be asking for 2013 dues!

I truly want to thank everyone … membership is everyone’s 
responsibility … and if we all do one more big leap, the Department 
can make the 100% goal line.   

My recent travels: I have to start by apologizing to the 6th 
District.  When last month’s issue of The Ribbitting News came out, 
I saw that I never finished my scenario of my official visit to my 
own District – the 6th District.  Guess I got sidetracked and never 
went back to finish my story.     So … as Paul Harvey would have 

said … here’s the Rest of the Story:  The evening of April 6th a 
great dinner was enjoyed at Post 80 in St. Cloud with members of 

the whole American Legion Family attending.  I was presented 
with a Frog Easter Basket filled with goodies – including a 
frog that laid colored Easter eggs … just when you thought 
you’d seen it all!  LOL.  And, yes, it was karaoke night - & I 

did sing again.  Oh my!  The 6th District Picnic was being held 
at 183 in Fern Park the next day – so this was a perfect way to see 
‘old friends’ from the 6th District and meet new ones.  It was a 
gorgeous day – perfect for a picnic, rides on the lake, and human 
horse races.  Thanks 6th District for everything!

Saturday, April 28th was a busy day.  1st Vice President Peggy 
Hearlson and I met and rode together to the Juniors Meeting held at 
Post 5 in Tampa.  Thank you Juniors for the gifts presented to me.  
It was great chatting with you and playing the leaping frog game!  I 
knew I couldn’t beat you young ladies, but I tried.    From Tampa,  
the ALA Equinox headed up I-4 to Orlando where Commander 
Williams’ Homecoming was held at Post 19.  Chuck and I were 
honored to be in attendance at this gala event.  

On May 3rd, I was in the Bradenton area visiting cousins who were 
going ‘back north’ soon so I took the opportunity to attend Unit 24’s 
meeting.  Had a nice visit with many members.  Thanks for the 
welcome and hospitality ladies.

As you all know, the weekends in May are filled with Constitutional 
Conferences (“CC”).  On the afternoon of the 5th, Chuck and I drove 
up to Jacksonville Beach so I could attend the 5th District CC at 
9:00 a.m. at Post 129 on May 6th.  You’ll be glad to know that they 
did “card me” before I went into their meeting.  Some day I’ll tell 
you the rest of the story on this one!    It was a quick visit at their 
CC – as I had to head south to the 17th District CC being held at 
1:00 p.m. at Post 285 in Edgewater.  I enjoyed meeting more 
members at both Conferences … and encouraged them to get more 
membership in!  

On Saturday, May 12th, your Department Membership Chairman 
Sandy Beasley and I attended the 7th District CC held at Post 8 in 
Winter Haven.  It was great to have Sandy with me to push 
membership.  Everyone loved her enthusiasm!  Great conference.

!

!
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Many Conferences are being held on May 19th – including the one 
in “my own” 6th District.  However, I’ve decided to leave that one in 
the good hands of your 1st VP Peggy, and I will go down to 
Okeechobee and attend the 11th District CC.  After that is the 
Department Finance Committee Meeting being held on Memorial 
Day Weekend.  June 2nd is the 29th Annual All Children’s Hospital 
Telethon – 3rd VP and C&Y Chairman Lois McFall and I will be 
there!  The next weekend is Department Convention … where on 
Saturday, June 9th, I will officially adjourn the meeting and be 
escorted out of Convention by my handsome prince Chuck.

In between all of that I will be putting together the consolidated 
report for National, and putting my year-end report together to read 
at Convention.  Wow – no wonder I’m so tired.

Thank You – I can never say thank you enough for allowing me to 
serve as your Department President this year.  It was an honor and a 
privilege, and a year I shall always cherish.

Thank you for your dedication to our great organization and the 
super programs that we have.  I look forward to seeing you at 
Convention and working with you in the years 
ahead.

Leap To Success,

Diane Rousseau
Department President THE END 

Diane 
Rousseau

Thank you:
I want to 

personally thank 
everyone who supported 

my Special Project of Homeless 
Veterans this year.  I know many 

Units did wonderful things for our 
heroes that did not get sent to me for 

The Ribbitting News … and that’s terrific 
– as long as it’s being done.  Also, I thank all 
Units that sent donations to Headquarters for 
the Homeless Veterans – Special Project 
Account.  That money will be dispersed to 
homeless shelters throughout the state.  As a 
matter of fact, a check was just sent to 
Liberty Manor for Veterans in Tampa to 
support a homeless veteran who was 
referred to them by a member of Unit 152.  
By working together a homeless hero will 
have a place to stay and be supported by the 
generosity of the American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Florida.  We can all be proud 
of that.  

Unit 1 in Titusville: Unit Secretary 
Catherine McMullin reports that this year 
she has volunteered 182 hours (including 
57.75 hours for April) in the office of the 
National Veterans Homeless Support, Inc. 
(NVHS).  In addition, as Bingo Chairman 
for Post 1, she began a program where 
players can donate $1.00 each to the NVHS 
and are allowed to play a free card all 

session.  
This program 
began in January 
2012 and has resulted 
in donations amounting to 
$807.00 to date!  Wow!

Unit 13 in Tallahassee: Unit 
President Delores Gaden sent info 
regarding their area.  Tallahassee has 
Veterans Village and Home Front 
Apartments to assist some of our homeless 
heroes.  Veterans Village has 52 apartments.  
Sauls-Bridges Unit 13 has donated 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shower curtains, 
pots and pans, coffee pots, bedding, etc. to 
help them.  Home Front has 50 apartments 
for a single person – and Unit 13 is 
supporting them too.  Some of the veterans 
go to the Post to help with socials and 
special dinners to help show their thanks for 
the contributions being made to them.  Keep 
up the great work Unit 13!   

Unit 65 in Delray Beach: Unit President 
Linda Makel is proud to report that Junior 
Member Helena Cheslack held a shoe drive 
at her high school for homeless veterans.  
200 pairs of shoes were collected and taken 
to the Stand Down House in Lake Worth 
where they were distributed to the residents 
there.  Way to go Helena!
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Our	
  last	
  deceased	
  list	
  for	
  this	
  ALA	
  year	
  is	
  large,	
  sorry	
  
to	
  say.
District	
  #	
  3
	
   Unit	
  383	
   Brezlaff,	
  Thelma
	
   	
  	
   	
   Cooper,	
  Brenda
District	
  #	
  4
	
   Unit	
  58	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Baird,	
  Isabel	
  

Dunnellon,	
  Virginia	
  Telly
	
   	
   	
   Hodgetts,	
  Emma
District	
  #	
  5	
   	
  
	
   Unit	
  316	
   Pellano,	
  Lillan
District	
  #	
  6
	
   Unit	
  183	
   Thomasson,	
  Elizabeth	
  
	
   Unit	
  219	
   Maple,	
  Bernadine
	
   Unit	
  242	
   Baer,	
  Helen
	
   	
   	
   Barnes,	
  Ethel
	
   	
   	
   Bowles,	
  Deshan
	
   	
   	
   Cooper,	
  Tina
	
   	
   	
   Roseland,	
  Deborah
	
   	
   	
   Ryan,	
  Gloria
District	
  #	
  8
	
   Unit	
  113	
   Stephens,	
  Edie
District	
  #	
  9
	
   Unit	
  142	
   Fitzpatrick,	
  Elinor
District	
  #	
  11
	
   Unit	
  62	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jamieson,	
  Michaela	
  B.
District	
  #12	
  
	
   Unit	
  163	
   Baird,	
  Edna	
  H.
	
   	
   	
   Easterling,	
  Eloise	
  A.
	
   	
   	
   Herman,	
  June	
  A.
	
   	
   	
   Kandrach,	
  Elizabeth
	
   	
   	
   Merva,	
  Marion
	
   	
   	
   Venziano,	
  Janice	
  T.
	
   	
   	
   Weber,	
  Dolores	
  P.
District	
  #	
  12
	
   Unit	
  359	
   Lynch,	
  Brenda
District	
  #	
  13
	
   Unit	
  103	
   Poudrier,	
  Donalyne	
  E.
	
   Unit	
  135	
   Clem,	
  Bette	
  J.
	
   Unit	
  136	
   Grottanelli,	
  Joyce	
  M.
	
   	
   	
   Holland,	
  Helen
	
   	
   	
   Jackson,	
  Betty	
  C.
	
   	
   	
   Lanzen,	
  Marcella

	
   	
   	
   McNary,	
  Darcy	
  K.
	
   	
   	
   Ogonowski,	
  RoseMary	
  M.	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   Richardson,	
  Jean
	
   	
   	
   Wigart,	
  Thelma
	
   	
   	
   Winters,	
  Juliana	
  C.
	
   Unit	
  274	
   Kelley,	
  Julie
	
   Unit	
  323	
   Abelt,	
  Florence

Bennett,	
  Gay
	
   	
   	
   Bishop,	
  Elizabeth
	
   	
   	
   Carlise,	
  Lilian
	
   	
   	
   Chroy,	
  Mary
	
   	
   	
   Norris,	
  Julie
	
   	
   	
   Packard,	
  Virginia
	
   	
   	
   Warren,	
  (pegg)	
  Agnes
	
   Unit	
  336	
   Boyton,	
  Brenda
	
   	
   	
   Demers,	
  Dee	
  A.
	
   	
   	
   Ecklwnd,	
  Linda
	
   	
   	
   Lancaster.	
  Margaret
District	
  #	
  15
	
   Unit	
  26	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Brantley,	
  Carol
	
   Unit	
  111	
   Eggleston,	
  Jean
	
   	
   	
   White,	
  Barbara
	
   Unit	
  139	
   Shaw,	
  Verdi
	
   Unit	
  147	
   Davis,	
  Georgia
	
   Unit	
  152	
   Galerno,	
  Betty
	
   Unit	
  167	
   Ball,	
  Marble
	
   Unit	
  186	
   Durline,	
  Norma
	
   	
   	
   Jefferies,	
  Betty
	
   	
   	
   Keller,	
  Nanette
	
   Unit	
  248	
   Diaz,	
  Theresa	
  N.
District	
  #	
  16
	
   Unit	
  252	
   Collier,	
  Pamela
	
   	
   	
   Gearhart,	
  Joyce	
  A.
	
   	
   	
   Johnson,	
  Ann	
  D.
	
   	
   	
   Neumyer,	
  Florence
	
   	
   	
   Serivens,	
  Janet
	

 	

 	

 View, Monica E.
	

 Unit	
  273	
   Robson,	
  Lucinda
	
   	
   	
   Saar,	
  Leanne
District	
  #	
  17
	
   Unit	
  285	
   Elder,	
  Doris	
  L.
	
   	
   	
   Lamson,	
  Joyce	
  A.
	
   	
   	
   Richardson,	
  Lina

This month my faith is restored more than ever, and I have hope for a better future.
Psalms 42:11,   ‘…Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God.”

As most of your know my husband, Bob, had a kidney transplant on April 9, (my birthday) 2012.
He is recovering well.  We hope to see all of you in June at Convention.  God is Good ! !
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Convention Registration . . . After close of 
Books on May 24, 2012, each Unit will 
r e c e i v e t h e i r C o n v e n t i o n D e l e g a t e 
Registration Form in the mail, along with the 
voting strength for the Unit.  Do not wait for 
this form to elect your delegates to 
Convention.  The number of delegates each 
Unit is allowed is based on membership paid.  

See Sec.  3, page 17 of the Unit Guide for 
information on how to figure your voting strength.   Page 60 of the 
Unit Guide has a chart you can use.   You will also receive notice of 
any outstanding accounts owed to Department.   These must be 
settled prior to registering your delegation at convention.   You will 
be able to take care of this at convention and my advise is to bring 
your payment to convention and don’t risk it not being received in 
our office in time.   We leave for convention on Wednesday, June 6th 
so our last mail run is June 5th.

Remember, the Unit must register at one time, so please send the 
registration form and check with the first person to arrive at the 
Convention

Do not mail Convention Registration Paperwork to Department 
Headquarters.  Registration is done at Convention only! 

Officers’ List . .  .  As soon as your Unit has its election, please 
complete and return the Unit Officers’ List to our office. 
If your Unit held elections and was unable to fill any or all the 
offices, return the form to Department and following Convention the 
Unit will be contacted and assisted with filling these vacancies.

Poppies . . . we are not accepting any more orders for poppies until 
after July 1st for November distribution.
If your Unit has had a Poppy Distribution this year, make sure you 
remit the 25% to Department ASAP.  These accounts must be closed 
by convention. If your Unit had a distribution,  no matter where you 
got the poppies from, you owe Department 25% of the proceeds.  If 
you purchased poppies from anywhere other than Department a 
receipt for that purchase must be included to claim as an expense.

Membership . .  .  As we try to reconcile our books with over & short 
I cannot stress enough the importance of units following these 
simple membership rules.  

• Back dues require separate payment from current 
dues!

• Each year requires separate recap sheets!
• New & renewal require separate recaps sheets!
• Returned items MUST be place on a recap sheet 

when resubmitted!
These rules are not new and I am amazed at how many Units ignore 
them and submit membership without any regard for them.  

Remember, any new membership received in Department before 
September 1st will be processed for the 2012 year even if the recap 
says it is for 2013.  If you accept an application and money from a 
member and submit it to this office,  it will be processed upon 
receipt, making them members for 2012.  You are creating a legal 
liability if you accept an application and deposit their money and 
hold their application.  An applicant has an expectation of 
acceptance once you accept their dues money and they are entitled 

to the rights and privileges of membership.  Holding their 
application denies them those privileges.  

Girls State . . . the District Orientations are all complete and I am 
amazed at the number of girls that did not attend this year.  I have 
never seen such a fiasco as this year with Unit Chairman giving out 
miss information to the girls, District Presidents giving the wrong 
information to our office about when the Orientation was going to 
be held, and trying to get completed applications back by the 
deadline was a nightmare!  Ladies, we will spend about $150,000 on 
the program this year.  To the chairman that followed the rules,  met 
the deadlines, THANK YOU!  To those that didn’t read anything, 
ignored every deadline and caused us a huge problem with the 
program, I want you to know how difficult you made it on this 
office this year! Something I hope you will think about for future 
years.

We continue to remind Units that all Unit correspondence is done 
through the Unit’s address.  We must be notified immediately if you 
change your Unit’s address.  You must use either a PO Box or the 
Post Home address (if you can receive mail there).   Make sure who 
ever is responsible for picking-up the mail is sharing it in a timely 
fashion.  We heard many complaints this year regarding this issue.  
This is an internal issue that we will not get involved with.  It is 
simple . . .  don’t give someone that is irresponsible the keys to the 
PO Box!  Problem solved!

We look forward to seeing all of you at Department Convention.

The office will be closed on May 28, 2012 in observance of 
Memorial Day.

Robin Briere
Secretary-Treasurer

I thank all Units for sending in year 
end reports.   The numbers compiled 

shows outstanding support
for our Military and their families.

 
Continue supporting our Troops and 
welcome them home, wear your Red 

Shirts on Friday, and display
those yellow ribbons.

 
Congratulations to Unit 267 Ormond 

Beach for their picture
making the National Auxiliary 

Magazine.
(Please check it out!).

 
I thank all of you for believing in our 

American Legion Auxiliary and our 
programs.

 
For God and Country
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Taylor Talucci 
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   President Diane’s theme for the year 2011-2012 was “Leap 
to Success”, and as a Department Chairman, I feel so proud 
of  how well we played the game.
The year started of  with great enthusiasm with “Who Let the 
Frog Out” , frog football , at our \School of  Instruction. Our 
“Kickoff  Return” fell a little short 
because of   an “off  side “ penalty , so we lost yards. That 
seemed to get Team Florida fired up !  On our next play from 
scrimmage all of  our Districts used the 

“Quarterback Keeper” with great success. We hit the 70 yard 
line way ahead of  schedule, and from there, there was no 
stopping us. With the use of  ” The 
Bomb”, we hit an open receiver way down  the field , an once 
again were ahead of  our target date , the 85 yard line. 
Districts and Units dug in and rolled passed the 90 yard line 
with ease , ahead of  our target date.  Many, many units have 
gone way over 100%, and I am so proud of  the effort made to 

get new members. We are right now 3and ½ yards away from 
the TOUCHDOWN! Will Madam President 
Diane and I have a frog tattoo at Department Convention?? I 
hope so! Congrats to District 4 President Alice Brumett and 
all of  the “Sailors “ of  District4 for being 103%, as of  this 
report. WAY TO GO!!! “Who let the frogs out! Mary 
Christian(District President) and the”Wild Things” of  District 
3 are 102.16, and the 

“Big V’s” , Ann Smith (District President) OF TH 12TH 
District are 100.81% It has a been a great joy and pleasure to 
serve as your Department  Membership Chairman for the 
year 2011-2012. 
In closing: “Cel-e-brate good times—come on! It’s 
membership.”

 Sandy Beasley
Membership Chairman


