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Presidents Message 
Have I told you lately how much fun I am having in my travels 

around this great Department of Florida?    I have 
met so many great members already and look 

forward to more as I continue my ‘official 
visits’ to more Districts.  "e hospitality, 
friendship, and pampering bestowed upon me 

has been fabulous everywhere … which leads 
me to the 1st part of this month’s message:

Do you recall my ‘Closing "ought’ from last month’s 
Ribbitting News?  Here it is again:

  “A SMILE IS A CURVE THAT CAN GET A LOT 
OF THINGS STRAIGHT.”  

Do you agree?  I hope so.  In my journeys and conversations 
with members, I have found that a lot of problems/issues 
within Units and "e American Legion Family can begin to 
be worked out by simply stepping back, forgetting personal 
differences, remembering that we are here to work together for 
great reasons – our veterans, our communities, and our 
children, and then putting smiles on our faces and work to get 
the jobs done.  “We Are Family” … the great American 
Legion Family … let’s show it in how we act, what we say, and 
what we do.  "anks!

National President’s Special Project:  ALA 
FOUNDATION – Donations Needed:  On the 2011-2012 
Donation Remittance Form, bottom of the right-hand 
column, are listed 2 special projects:  “Department Pres’ Project 
– Homeless Veterans” and “National Pres’ Project.”  I’ve 
explained to you personally and in a previous issue of 
Ribbitting News about my special project of Homeless 
Veterans and how your donations to that account will be given 
out.  However, you may not have heard much about the 
National President’s Project.  "ere is full information about 

the program on National’s website:  www.alaforveterans.org.  
Below is information to get you started on donating.  
!e American Legion Auxiliary Foundation
"e American Legion Auxiliary Foundation supports 
America’s core values by providing additional resources 
necessary to ensure the long-term success of the American 
Legion Auxiliary and the success of the American Legion 
Auxiliary’s programs and services bene$ting the lives of our 
veterans and their families, our communities and our youth.  
"e Foundation is a critical partner to the womanpower of the 
American Legion Auxiliary.  Your donations to the 
Foundation expand the impact of the American Legion 
Auxiliary’s mission.

I am requesting every Unit, and member, to consider donating 
to the ALA Foundation.  Let’s all help secure the future 
success of the American Legion Auxiliary and its programs.  If 
every Unit made at least a $5 or $10 donation, just think of the 
difference we can make to the future of our great organization.  
So, yes … I guess I’m begging … please, send in donations to 
HQ now.  "ank you so much!

L = Learn:  Let’s do a little more for the “L” in “Leap to Success” 
… this month let’s re!ect on what the American Legion Auxiliary 
Emblem represents.  We hear it explained during Initiation 
Ceremonies for new members – below is that segment of the 
ceremony.  So if you haven’t attended one in awhile, this is a 
refresher.  

!e American Legion Auxiliary Emblem
"e emblem of the American Legion Auxiliary is your 
badge of distinction and honor.  It stands for God and 
country, and the highest rights of mankind.  It consists 
of several parts and each part has a meaning.  "e rays 
of the sun that form the background stand for the 

http://www.alaforveterans.org
http://www.alaforveterans.org
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principles of the American Legion Auxiliary:  Loyalty, 
Justice, Freedom and Democracy – dispelling the 
darkness of violence, strife and evil.  Unity and Loyalty 
are represented by the unbroken circle of blue.  "e 
$eld of white exempli$es the hope of Freedom.  "e 
star of blue is the emblem of service in war.  It is no 
less the emblem of service in time of peace.

“"e emblem of the American Legion Auxiliary is the 
emblem of Americanism.  Americanism is unity of love, 
singleness of allegiance, practicality of purpose, care of the 
distressed, and the education of children, all directed to the 
promotion of a common good.  As members of this 
organization, we must preach and teach the principles of 
Americanism.  Let us not forget that to each generation 
comes its patriotic duty and that upon your willingness to 
sacri$ce and endure as those before you have sacri$ced and 
endured, rests the hope of the nation.”

My recent travels:  I was on the road for 10 days, starting 
January 19th, while visiting the 14th and 9th Districts.  Phew!  
What a whirlwind time that was.    In the 14th, District 
President Pat Trippe along with PDPs Beverly Evans and 
Alma Zeller kept me moving.  "ere was a great dinner with 
Unit 154 in Marathon and then breakfast with them at "e 
Stuffed Pig.  "en ‘played tourist’ for a few hours in Key West 
… had a yummy dinner at Post 28 with members from Units 
28 and 168 … lunch with members at 333 Key Largo … 
dinner at Post 31 with members from lots of other greats Units 
from the 14th District … visited the Miami VAMC, the 
Mailman Center, the Ronald McDonald House, the Miami 
Children’s Hospital – where I donated blood at their blood 
drive! – and of course had more meals in between visits.  Wow!

"en came the 9th District where District President Gail 
Dupuis had us hopping:  Judy Sessums gave us a tour of the 
great Sandy Nininger Veterans Home, toured the fabulous Joe 
DiMaggio Children’s Hospital, toured the Broward VA Clinic 
in Sunrise, had great dinners at 180 Plantation and 162 
Deer$eld Beach, assisted with the 9th District Oratorical held 
at Post 222, and also assisted with the 9th District’s great Four 
Chaplains Ceremony.  Oh … and yes … if you hear that I was 
singing and dancing at Post 142, Pompano Beach, I cannot 
deny it because too many pictures were taken.   

Took a couple days to unpack and then repack … and Chuck 
and I went to Connecticut for Chuck’s Uncle Bizzy’s 100th 
birthday party.  It was terri$c – saw lots of relatives we hadn’t 
seen in many years … and Uncle Bizzy looked great!  Oh, it 
was 25 to 45 degrees and no snow.

After unthawing, I headed to the 8th District where District 
President Barbara Field also kept me moving.  PDP Ruby Bell 
assisted in giving us a tour of the Douglas T. Jacobson State 
Veterans’ Nursing Home – where I got to meet Mrs. Jacobson! 
… visited the Sarasota VA National Cemetery … attended a 
Past Presidents’ Parley luncheon with members from several 
Units … enjoyed the $sh fry and Dean Martin show at Post 24 
… while in Venice, Julia Griffiths took us to lunch at Sharky’s 
(by the beach and wharf !) – and yes, a $sherman did let me use 
his $shing pole to try to catch a $sh to no avail – and was 
pampered with a pedicure before leaving!  Wow!

On Valentine’s Day, I attended Unit 335, Hudson’s 29th Annual 
Luncheon for Lady Veterans.  It was fabulous.  (Does it sound 
like I’m eating my way around the state?   I am!)

Before you hear from me again, I’ll be off on my next 
adventures to the 12th District, then to the Washington D.C. 
Conference, then to the 4th, 13th, and 7th Districts, then to 
National SAL Commander Jim Robert’s homecoming, and 
then I venture up to the panhandle.  Off I go!  

Year End Reports:  By the time you read this, it’ll be late 
February or early March … so you know what that means … 
you should be putting together all of the information for year-
end reports.  Unit Chairmen must get reports to District 
Chairmen by April 15th.  District Chairmen must get reports 
to Department Chairmen by May 1st.  Department Chairmen 
then get that information to me by May 15th so I can 
immediately consolidate everything into the Department Year-
End Report to National.  Please report everything that you’ve 
done … even the little things add up to a lot when it’s 
consolidated on a statewide basis.  "anks everyone!

Membership:  Florida can be at least 100% in membership … 
I know we can do it.  Come on everyone … let’s pull together 
and make it happen.  Membership is everyone’s responsibility.  
Go out and get those renewals – call those members who 
haven’t paid – personal contact is the best way to reach your 
hand out and pull members back in.  On the National report, 
Florida has been up and down between 18th and 22nd place the 
past few weeks … we can do better than that!  Remember, even 
1 or 2 will make a difference.  Let’s go team!  Get that 
membership in!

Leap To Success,

Diane Rousseau
Department President
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Chaplain’s Report
Hello ALA;  I must apologize for the LACK of an article in  the December Communique to be included.  So, I will include December’s 
deceased names in this month’s article. I have been busy the last few weeks, District 16; Unit 79 had a Chili Cook Off (I did  NOT win) but  had a 
good  time.  District 6 in Eustis, FL had a wonderful Four Chaplain Service, I had the honor to participate in this service.  District 9 held the Southern 
Area Past Commanders & Presidents Ball.  The next  day we were in Tequesta, FL at the Boy Scouts  Skills Adventure Camporee, attended there 
Chapel service.  It was outside and  it  was 43 degrees! !  Legion Chaplain Bob V. helped in their service.  Wonderful  young men.  District 16 
(Madeira Beach 273) had their Four Chaplain service on the 19th.  That is our next stop. I have had  an opportunity to meet with several Unit 
Chaplain’s in my travels.  We, in the ALA, are blessed to have such great ladies in this position.

Deceased List

District # 1

 Unit 193 Jones Carolyn A.

District # 2 

 Unit 131 Reams, Patricia

 Unit 383 Rich, Joan 

District # 4

 Unit 56 Northrup, Ellen A.

  Wolf, Delores D. 

 Unit 91 Calloway, Linda K.

District # 5

 Unit 250 Hough, Barbara

 Unit 316 Sieber, Marie

District # 6

 Unit 80 Wouters, Maria

 Unit 219 Bernard, Betty

  Bowling, Eva M.

  Labeau, Diane

  Mann, Beverly

  Miller, Norma J.

  Smith, Leilani W.

  Wilkinson, Kim

 Unit 330 Mele, Jean

  Stein, Karen

District # 7

 Unit 8 Fry, Sandra M.

  Miller, Katharyn L.

District # 8 

 Unit 69 Hersberger, Earla

  Kirwan, Ann

 Unit 74 Schuler, Clarice

District # 9 

 Unit 142 Josey, Jackie L

 Unit 157 Annacone, Theresa A.

  Barnes, Ellen V.

  Boetakis, Barbara A.

  Whittakee, Frances S.

District # 12 

 Unit 81 Vaughn, Gladys

 Unit 23 Lombardo, Alice

 Unit 117 Allen, Peggy A.

  O’Connell, Margaret M

  Penna, Helenla

 Unit 126 Dixon, Carol E.

  Ebbersten, Joyce

  Rayborn, Connie G.

 Unit 163 Kalczynski, Nancy

  Niclson, Donna

  Taggart, Martha

 Unit 189 Savone, Anna

District # 13

 Unit 110 McKinnon, Laura 

 Unit 130 Dye, Donna

  Nolan, Kathi W.

  Wingard, Faye D.

 Unit 135 Lee, Sandra

 Unit 303 Brumbaugh, Eve M.

  Kress, Verna A.

  Lachance, Mary

District # 14

 Unit 28 Miller Martha

District # 15 

 Unit 186 Durking, Norma J.

District # 16

 Unit 79 Nickerson, Connie

 Unit 119 Hardman, Marliene

 Unit 273 Davis-Burke, Debra L.

 Unit 275 Baver, Penny

  Burkhardt, Marilyn

  Calvin, Troy L.

  O’Riordan, Catherine

  Ryan, Marianne

 Unit 305 Rathmann, Renata

  Strebler, Connie

District 17

 Unit 101 Earley, Florence

 Unit 120 Chevrette, Rita

  McGilligot, Nancy

  Mundy, Dorothy M.

  Shiflett, Linda

 Unit 293 Clark, Alda

  Hall, Ann

  Rosencrans, Lois

Thank you for being prompt in getting these 
names to me so we can honor each deceased 
member.  If I have miss-spelled  someone’s  
name, please let me know.  Sometimes it is 
difficult read others writing.  I will not be 
offended if you correct me.God Bless the 

American Legion Auxiliary.

Marion Vick
ALA Department Chaplain 
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Girls	
   State	
  .	
   .	
   .	
   the	
   2012	
  session	
  is	
  
now	
  full.	
   	
  All	
  300	
  applications	
  have	
  been	
  
awarded	
  to	
  Units.	
   	
  If	
  your	
  Unit	
  missed	
  out	
  
on	
   participating	
   this	
   year	
   and	
   still	
  want	
  
to	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  program;	
  the	
  Unit	
  can	
  
make	
  a	
  donation	
  to	
  the	
  session	
  by	
  mailing	
  

a	
  check	
  to	
  Department	
  marked	
  GS	
  donation.	
  

We	
   still	
   do	
   not	
   have	
   any	
   Orientation	
   information	
   for	
   the	
   15th	
  
District!	
   	
   As	
   soon	
  as	
   I	
   have	
   that	
   information	
  we	
   will	
   post	
   the	
  
Orientation	
  list	
  on	
  the	
  web	
  site.

Check	
   your	
   Plans	
   of	
   Action	
   for	
   deadline	
   to	
   have	
   completed	
  
applications	
  to	
  Department.	
   	
  Make	
  sure	
  all	
  legible	
  and	
  complete	
  
before	
  returning	
  them	
  to	
  Department.	
   	
  Incomplete	
  applications	
  
will	
  not	
  be	
  accepted.	
  

Unit	
  Information	
  Form	
   .	
   .	
   .	
   All	
  Units	
   will	
   receive	
  a	
  
Unit	
   information	
  form	
  listing	
  the	
  address	
  we	
  currently	
  have	
  on	
  
Kile	
   for	
   the	
   Unit	
   and	
   asking	
   what	
   dues	
   will	
   be	
   for	
   the	
   2013	
  
membership	
   year.	
   	
   Every	
   Unit	
   MUST	
   return	
   this	
   form	
  
indicating	
  any	
  change	
  to	
  the	
  Unit	
  address	
  and	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  the	
  
Unit’s	
   dues.	
   	
  Remember,	
   the	
  dues	
  must	
  match	
  what	
  we	
  have	
  
on	
   <ile	
   in	
   the	
   Unit’s	
   Constitution	
   &	
   Bylaws	
   here	
   at	
  
Department.	
   	
   If	
  what	
  you	
  put	
   on	
  the	
  form	
   does	
  not	
  match	
  the	
  
Kile,	
  we	
  will	
  change	
  your	
  form.	
  	
  

Department	
   Convention	
   .	
   .	
   .	
   If	
   you	
  have	
  not	
   made	
  
your	
   reservation	
   for	
   Department	
   Convention,	
   please	
   do	
   so.	
  	
  
Convention	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  at	
  the	
  Renaissance	
  Orlando	
  at	
  SeaWorld	
  
from	
  June	
  7,	
  2012	
  –	
  June	
  10,	
  2012.	
   	
  Their	
  reservation	
  number	
  is	
  
800-­‐266-­‐9432	
  and	
  the	
  rate	
  is	
  $129.

Department	
   President’s	
   Homecoming	
   .	
   .	
   .	
  
Diane’s	
  Homecoming	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  at	
  Post	
   219	
  in	
  Fruitland	
  Park	
  
on	
  April	
  21,	
  2012.	
   	
  The	
  Klyer	
  for	
  her	
  Homecoming	
  is	
  included	
  in	
  
this	
  Communiqué	
  and	
  is	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  Department	
  web	
  site.

Membership	
   .	
   .	
   .	
  we	
  have	
  been	
  mailing	
  out	
   letters	
   to	
   all	
  
members	
  of	
  Units	
  below	
  75%	
  that	
  have	
  not	
  paid	
  their	
  dues.	
   	
  We	
  
are	
   receiving	
  many	
  phone	
   calls	
   telling	
  us	
   they	
  have	
   paid	
   their	
  
dues	
  indicating	
  the	
  Units	
  are	
  not	
   processing	
  to	
  Department	
  in	
  a	
  
timely	
  fashion.	
   	
  You	
  must	
  remit	
  dues	
  promptly	
  once	
  you	
  receive	
  
it	
  from	
  a	
  member.	
  	
  If	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  your	
  Unit	
  proves	
  to	
  our	
  ofKice	
  
they	
  have	
  paid	
  their	
  dues	
  we	
  will	
  process	
  it	
  and	
  invoice	
  the	
  Unit.	
  

Do	
   not	
  mail	
   applications	
   for	
  wives	
   of	
   new	
  Legion	
  members	
  
until	
   you	
   are	
   sure	
   the	
   Legion	
   has	
   processed	
   the	
   new	
  

Legionnaires’	
   dues.	
   	
  We	
  cannot	
   process	
   the	
  Auxiliary	
  
member	
  until	
  the	
  Legion	
  processes	
  the	
  Legionnaire.	
  	
  

IRS	
  Problems	
  .	
   .	
  .	
  In	
  last	
  month’s	
  Communiqué	
  I	
  gave	
  the	
  
IRS	
   address	
   to	
   write	
   to	
   change	
   your	
   Kiscal	
   year.	
   	
   You	
   must	
  
include	
   a	
   cover	
   letter	
   listing	
   your	
   tax	
   ID	
   (EIN)	
   request	
   the	
  
change	
   to	
   July	
   1	
  –	
   June	
   30	
  per	
   enclosed	
  documents	
   and	
   then	
  
enclose	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  your	
  Unit’s	
  Constitution	
  &	
  Bylaws	
  highlighted	
  
where	
  your	
  Kiscal	
   year	
   is	
   to	
  be	
  the	
  same	
  as	
   Departments	
   and	
  a	
  
copy	
   of	
  ours	
   highlighted	
  that	
   it	
   is	
   July	
  1	
  –	
   June	
  30.	
   	
   If	
  you	
  are	
  
unable	
  to	
  copy	
  ours	
  from	
  the	
  Unit	
  guide	
  you	
  can	
  request	
  a	
  copy	
  
from	
  Department.

If	
  your	
  name	
  is	
  wrong,	
  and	
  most	
  of	
   them	
  are,	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  write	
  
requesting	
  that	
   be	
   Kixed	
  and	
   to	
  do	
   that	
  you	
  must	
   send	
  a	
   cover	
  
letter	
   and	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  your	
  charter.	
   	
  All	
  units	
   must	
   be	
   registered	
  
with	
  the	
  IRS	
  with	
  their	
  legal	
  name,	
  which	
  is:
American	
  Legion	
  Auxiliary	
  (Name	
  on	
  charter)	
  Unit	
  (Unit	
  #)	
  Inc.	
  	
  
An	
   example	
   would	
   be;	
   American	
   Legion	
   Auxiliary	
   Ocoee	
  
Memorial	
  E-­‐Unit	
  109	
  Inc.	
   	
  If	
  your	
  name	
  is	
  listed	
  any	
  other	
  way	
  it	
  
is	
  incorrect	
  and	
  must	
  be	
  corrected.

All	
  Units	
  must	
   renew	
  their	
  corporation	
  by	
  May.	
   	
  Once	
  you	
  have	
  
done	
  so,	
  mail	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  the	
  annual	
  report	
  to	
  Department.	
   	
  Again,	
  
your	
  name	
  must	
   appear	
   as	
   it	
   does	
   above	
  and	
  if	
   it	
   doesn’t	
   it	
   is	
  
wrong	
  and	
  must	
  be	
  corrected.

Do	
   not	
   mail	
   papers	
   that	
   you	
   Kiled	
  your	
   990	
   N.	
   	
  We	
   need	
  the	
  
report	
   that	
   shows	
   your	
   990	
  N	
  was	
   accepted.	
   	
  Make	
   sure	
  your	
  
Unit	
   name	
   and	
   #	
   are	
   on	
   the	
   paper	
   when	
   you	
   mail	
   it	
   to	
  
Department.	
   	
  We	
  have	
   received	
  many	
  reports	
   we	
  are	
  unable	
   to	
  
identify	
  what	
  unit	
  they	
  are	
  for.

Please	
   correct	
   your	
   Unit	
   Guide	
   page	
   12	
   to	
  
reKlect	
  Past	
  Department	
  President,	
  Jan	
  Croft,	
  has	
  moved	
  to	
  1854	
  
Hendersonville	
   Rd,	
   Suite	
   A	
   APMB3,	
   Ashville	
   NC	
   28803-­‐2495.	
  	
  
Jan	
   is	
   also	
   recuperating	
   from	
   recent	
   surgery.	
   	
   Get	
   well	
   and	
  
thinking	
   of	
   you	
   thoughts	
   can	
   me	
   mailed	
   to	
   her	
   at	
   her	
   new	
  
address.

	
  
Robin	
  Briere
Secretary-­‐Treasurer
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Historian  News 
First and foremost, please accept my apology for not 
being able to attend the Fall Conference last year.  I 
heard I missed a great one.  I rarely get sick, and when I 
do, it’s a dosie.   Special Thanks to PDP Shirley Fraser for 
conducting the Historian Class.  I heard it was full.   Also, 
a sincere apology to NEC Irma Wehrli for not being able 
to present her with her Scrapbook of her year, that will 
happen at the up coming convention.

So, as I am reading the issues of the Ribbitting News, I 
see our Department President Diane has been a very busy 
President traveling the highways and byways of our great 
state.  So Unit and District Presidents, why have I not 
heard from you.  Please, Please, Please send me pictures, 
programs, newsletters etc. of when you have functions 
that President Diane is attending.     

I also need to know  what your Units are doing throughout 
the year.  The History that I have to write is not only 
what the Dept. President is doing, but what WE are doing 

throughout the state.   I do get a few newsletters from 
districts, but I really do need more information about the 
great stuff we are doing, so Please, Please send me your 
Unit and Districts functions and programs.

For those of you working on your Scrapbook for the 
Scrapbook Competition, please remember that the first 
rule is that you MUST have submitted a Traditional 
History according to the rules.  NO ACCEPTIONS!!!!

I have enclosed the Plan of Action in this Ribbitting News 
so that everyone can have the information, Please Follow 
The Rules, if you have any questions please contact me at 
historian@alafl.org   I am truly looking  forward to 
reading some great Histories and looking at all the 
different Scrapbooks.  

Debie Showalter  

Dept. of Fla. Historian

 Hard to believe that it’s only a couple of months and we will be handing in our year end reports and making recommendations for those 
special awards.  While doing this please remember to recognize all those hard working members of your Unit and consider recommending 

someone for the Helen Gardner Unit Member of the Year Award and please don’t forget about those awesome female military              
members and veterans. 

On Saturday, February 18th, I was honored to join President Diane and District 12 President Ann on a bus trip to the West Palm VA Medical 
Center as part of the National Hospitalized Veteran appreciation week.  While there, Auxiliary members of the 12th District visited with many 
of the residents and patients and brought lots of wonderful gifts to distribute to both the men and women.  They all loved it.  Several of us also 

got to visit with PDP Linda McKeon, who was appreciative of our visit and the poppy corsage and visit from Frieda the Frog.  Please keep 
Linda in your prayers.

Dorothy Walsh, Chairman
Department of Florida
Past Presidents Parley 

Please	
  make	
  a	
  note	
  of	
  Wanda	
  Brandt’s	
  new	
  
phone	
  Number	
  904-­‐612-­‐7687.

mailto:historian@alafl.org
mailto:historian@alafl.org


 Volume 1 Issue 7                                                                                             FEBRUARY 2012

Page 6



 Volume 1 Issue 7                                                                                             FEBRUARY 2012

Page 7

!

“Sometimes the answers we 
seek are in our own 

backyard.” 

Seven members from The Department of  Florida attended 
the Southern Area Mission Training Conference held in 
Mobile Alabama. Mary Heenan, Shirley Fraser, Robin Briere, 
Lois McFall, Erna Schwabe, Gerri Bailey and myself. My 
expectation was to obtain information that would make me a 
more informed Auxiliary member.

I can say that I did acquire some information that I was not 
aware of, but the most prevalent thing I learned was that 
THE DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA HAS 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS IN PLACE TO 
EDUCATE AND INFORM OUR MEMBERS. The 
information presented at the Southern Area Mission Training 
Conference was what we present at a Department Workshop. 
National Officers and Chairmen were the presenters and I 
feel that our Department Chairman do a more effective job of 
presenting the programs of  The American Legion Auxiliary.

Department Boot Camp trains our Department Chairman. 
Under the guidance of  Past Department Presidents and 
Department Secretary they prepare their Plans of  Actions 
and presentations. The Department Chairman then presents 
the programs to the District Officers and District program 
chairman at Department Workshop. The next step is the 
District Chairman then presents the program Plans of  Action 
to Unit Chairman and Unit members at the District School of 
Instructions. This progression in training allows every 
Auxiliary member in the State of  Florida to have the 
information to successfully implement the programs of  the 
American Legion Auxiliary. Department also offers to its 
members the ABC (Auxiliary Basic Concepts) School.  This 
class informs members on how to run a meeting, the duties of 
Unit Officers and protocol do’s and don’ts. If  a District wants 

to have an ABC School all you have to do is contact the 
Department Leadership Chairman. Break-out sessions are 
also offered at Fall Conference and Department Convention.
For these education opportunities to be successful District 
Chairman and District Officers need to attend Department 
Workshop, and Unit Officers, Unit Chairman and Unit 
Members need to attend District Schools of  Instructions.  If  
you have attended one of  these events in the past and feel you 
don’t need to go again—WRONG!  Each year could bring 
changes to programs, IRS rules and regulations, etc.  We need 
to stay informed.

Am I sorry I spent the time and money to go to the Southern 
Area Mission Training? Absolutely Not!  I did receive useful 
information, but most of  all I came away with a great sense of 
pride in The Department of  Florida on the educational 
opportunities we offer the Auxiliary membership of  our State. 
If  you want to be a more informed Auxiliary member and 
have the ability to assist your Unit in carrying out the 
programs that benefit our Veterans, their families, children & 
youth and your community—ATTEND THE 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES!  With The Schools of 
Instructions and ABC Schools being offered to every District, 
you can find answers to your questions in 
your own backyard.

Peggy Hearlson
1st. Vice President
Department of  Florida



 Volume 1 Issue 7                                                                                             FEBRUARY 2012

Page 8



 Volume 1 Issue 7                                                                                             FEBRUARY 2012

Page 9

Educating	 our	 communities	 about	 

the	 particular	 challenges	 military	 

children	 face	 with	 the	 
deployment	 of	 a	 family	 member	 

is	 one	 of	 the	 many	 goals	 of	 the	 
American	 Legion	 Auxiliary.	 

Located	 under	 “Gateway	 to	 

Services”	 on	 our	 National	 
website	 –	 

www.alaforveterans.org	 
“10	 Things	 Military	 Teens	 

Want	 You	 To	 Know”	 is	 a	 

list	 of	 a	 collaboration	 of	 input	 
from	 teens	 on	 what	 they	 think	 is	 important	 for	 

others	 to	 know	 about	 military	 teens.	 Provide	 ALA	 
KIDDS	 (Kids	 In	 Danger	 of	 Depression	 and	 Suicide)	 

brochures	 to	 local	 schools.	 Another	 link	 on	 our	 

National	 website	 is	 the	 Military	 Child	 Education	 
Coalition,	 whose	 focus	 is	 to	 ensure	 quality	 educational	 

opportunities	 for	 all	 military	 connected	 children	 
affected	 by	 mobility,	 family	 separation,	 and	 transition.	 

Included	 in	 the	 training	 programs	 MCEC	 offers	 are	 a	 

Student	 2	 Student	 and	 Junior	 Student	 2	 Student	 
Program	 that	 trains	 civilian	 and	 military	 –	 

connected	 high	 school	 students	 

to	 establish	 and	 sustain	 peer	 –	 

based	 programs	 in	 their	 schools	 
to	 support	 mobile	 children	 as	 

they	 transition	 to	 and	 from	 the	 
school.	 Collaborating	 with	 

Family	 Readiness	 Groups,	 

known	 as	 FRG’s,	 to	 assist	 
with	 special	 projects	 for	 

schools	 on	 military	 bases	 is	 yet	 
another	 initiative.	 FRG’s	 are	 

located	 nationally,	 many	 within	 

the	 State	 of	 Florida.	 To	 learn	 
more	 about	 FRG’s	 in	 your	 area	 or	 to	 get	 involved,	 

contact	 local	 military	 bases,	 the	 National	 Guard,	 or	 
Google:	 Family	 Readiness	 Groups,	 (your	 city).	 	 In	 

closing,	 please	 take	 advantage	 of	 the	 wealth	 of	 

information	 available	 on	 our	 National	 website.	 
Knowledge	 is	 the	 key	 to	 education	 and	 to	 share	 that	 

knowledge	 is	 a	 priceless	 gift.	 

	
   	
   	
   	
   Cheryl	 LaBarge	 
	 	 	 	 Committee	 member	
  

EDUCATION 

"What	
  is	
  that	
  man	
  doing?	
  	
  My	
  son	
  asked	
  and	
  looked	
  at	
  
me.	
  I	
  questioned	
  my	
  ability	
  to	
  answer	
  this	
  child	
  of	
  
three.	
  How	
  could	
  I	
  explain	
  what	
  the	
  paper	
  @lowers	
  
meant?	
  	
  He	
  wouldn’t	
  understand	
  how	
  many	
  lives	
  were	
  
spent.	
  	
  I	
  stooped	
  down	
  to	
  his	
  level,	
  still	
  wondering	
  
where	
  to	
  start.	
  	
  Then	
  all	
  at	
  once	
  it	
  hit	
  me,	
  just	
  say	
  
what’s	
  in	
  my	
  heart.	
  	
  The	
  man	
  that	
  you	
  standing	
  there	
  
with	
  paper	
  @lowers	
  in	
  his	
  hands,	
  is	
  helping	
  us	
  
remember	
  we	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  free	
  land.	
  	
  The	
  @lowers	
  are	
  
called	
  poppies	
  and	
  they’re	
  made	
  with	
  love	
  and	
  care,	
  By	
  
our	
  American	
  Veterans	
  who	
  have	
  a	
  message	
  they	
  want	
  
to	
  share.	
  	
  They	
  hope	
  we	
  remember	
  all	
  the	
  lives	
  that	
  
have	
  been	
  lost,	
  While	
  @ighting	
  for	
  our	
  county	
  and	
  
paying	
  the	
  highest	
  cost.	
  

When	
  you	
  wear	
  a	
  poppy,	
  proudly	
  on	
  your	
  chest,	
  It	
  
reminds	
  other	
  people	
  that	
  our	
  soldiers	
  are	
  the	
  best.	
  
My	
  son	
  looked	
  at	
  me	
  again	
  with	
  wonder	
  in	
  his	
  eyes.	
  
A	
  huge	
  smile	
  crossed	
  his	
  face,	
  as	
  if	
  he’d	
  won	
  a	
  prize.	
  
Then	
  my	
  three	
  year	
  old	
  son,	
  wise	
  beyond	
  his	
  years,	
  
Said	
  something	
  that	
  made	
  me	
  @ight	
  to	
  hold	
  back	
  all	
  the	
  
tears.	
  
“	
  Mommy,	
  I	
  know	
  my	
  daddy	
  died	
  @ighting	
  and	
  he	
  was	
  
the	
  very	
  best.	
  Please	
  give	
  the	
  mane	
  some	
  money	
  so	
  I	
  
can	
  wear	
  a	
  poppy	
  on	
  my	
  chest.”	
  

By	
  Maureen	
  Sondhein	
  

A	
  Poppy	
  On	
  My	
  Chest	
  
Winner	
  of	
  the	
  poppy	
  Poem	
  Contest	
  

http://www.alaforveterans.org
http://www.alaforveterans.org
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Ladies the mid-year report for our units, was not good.  I truly believe that there has been more done for education, then was reported.  If you 
do the work you should get credit for it.

Here are some ideas that you/ unit can do.

1. Each member can donate one item toward the Give 10 to Education program.

2. Place a poster and collection box at local sites (i.e., grocery store, bank, senior center, post office) and invite local residents to donate 
to the Give 10 program.

3. Unit members can copy and deliver copies of both the American Legion Auxiliary and American Legion scholarship applications to 
local schools 

4. Prepare a news release about scholarships that are available through the Auxiliary and send it to your local media.

5. One or more unit members can mentor a student (e.g., bring a student to your job to shadow for a day, tutoring, test prep help, etc.), 
particularly a military child.

6. Bring a Veteran to the Classroom to speak about their real life experience in the military.

We are over half way through this year, and If you have not done anything for Education, then you have a few more months to do at least one 
of the above suggestion or do all of them and make sure to fill out the year end report, so the unit can get credit. 

           Wanda Brandt
           Education Chairman

EDUCATION 

	
  I	
  hope	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  had	
  a	
  wonderful	
  Valentine’s	
  Day	
  and	
  did	
  
something	
  fun.	
  	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  thank-­‐you	
  for	
  getting	
  membership	
  
into	
  Department.	
  What	
  a	
  great	
  job	
  
they	
  have	
  been	
  doing	
  	
  processing	
  the	
  renewals	
  and	
  new	
  
members.	
  A	
  round	
  of	
  
applause	
  for	
  TEAM	
  FLORIDA!!-­‐Clap,	
  clap	
  clap.
Membership	
  chairman	
  –thank-­‐you	
  for	
  staying	
  on	
  top	
  of	
  
getting	
  membership	
  in.	
  	
  
Membership	
  never	
  stops.	
  	
  A	
  couple	
  of	
  tips	
  ,if	
  you	
  are	
  not	
  
already	
  doing	
  them	
  is:

1. Membership	
  is	
  a	
  Unit	
  thing.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  having	
  some	
  
challenges	
  with	
  getting	
  in	
  membership-­‐take	
  the	
  list	
  ,	
  
with	
  phone	
  numbers,	
  divide	
  the	
  list	
  up	
  and	
  hand	
  out	
  to	
  
your	
  members	
  and	
  have	
  them	
  call,	
  write	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  
means	
  to	
  contact	
  the	
  member.	
  Remind	
  people	
  that	
  their	
  
dues	
  help	
  fund	
  our	
  programs.

2. Send	
  out	
  post	
  cards	
  to	
  members	
  reminding	
  them	
  about	
  
their	
  dues.

3. Ask	
  ladies	
  that	
  you	
  see	
  in	
  the	
  canteen	
  if	
  they	
  have	
  paid	
  
their	
  dues-­‐hopefully	
  canteens	
  aren’t	
  letting	
  them	
  in	
  with	
  
an	
  old	
  card.

We	
  are	
  at	
  the	
  80	
  plus	
  yard	
  line	
  and	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  nice	
  to	
  be	
  
almost	
  in	
  the”	
  End	
  Zone”	
  so	
  we	
  can	
  do	
  our	
  dance.	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  
best	
  time	
  of	
  year	
  	
  to	
  recruit	
  new	
  Members,	
  actually	
  any	
  time	
  is	
  
the	
  best	
  for	
  that.	
  Ladies	
  ,	
  please	
  give	
  your	
  membership	
  
chairman	
  a	
  hug	
  and	
  help	
  her.	
  Many	
  Units	
  are	
  already	
  in	
  the	
  
“End	
  Zone”	
  	
  doing	
  their	
  dance	
  –come	
  on	
  and	
  let’s	
  join	
  them.	
  If	
  
you	
  are	
  having	
  challenges	
  please	
  let	
  your	
  district	
  Membership	
  
Chairman	
  know	
  or	
  myself(Sandy	
  Beasley)	
  	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  help.	
  
Your	
  district	
  President	
  wants	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  100%	
  .	
  SO,	
  
remember”we’re	
  gonna	
  ahave	
  a	
  good	
  time	
  this	
  year,	
  it’s	
  
membership-­‐it	
  last	
  through-­‐out	
  the	
  year-­‐so	
  bring	
  a	
  good	
  pen	
  
and	
  a	
  good	
  attitude,	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  100%	
  when	
  the	
  year	
  is	
  through!”

Sandy	
  Beasley
Dept.	
  Membership	
  chairman
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PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL PROJECT

HOMELESS VETERANS
President’s Special Project – Correction!  Last month’s 
Ribbitting News contained incorrect information.  I had one section 
entitled “Units in the 5th District” … and part of that included 
information on what Unit 120, Holly Hill, and Unit 270, Port 
Orange, had done.  Well … sorry Units 120 and 270 … I didn’t 
mean to move you to the 5th District.  You are part of the great 17th 
District and should have been listed separately under the 17th 
District!  Thanks for all that you do and keep up the great work.

The Ribbitting News is honored to brag about …

V.O.R.R.H.
V.O.R.R.H. (Veterans Organization for Resource and Recovery for 
the Homeless) is an eight bed residential program for homeless 
veterans located in Eustis.  The program is designed to provide 
transitional housing and supportive services to the identified 
population of homeless veterans in Central Florida.

Their Mission Statement is:  The long-term objective is to have a 
comprehensive homeless program that significantly helps willing 
veterans gain dignity and independence, where as we provide a 
residential therapeutic program that encourages veterans to 
reintegrate into the mainstream of society through education, 
training, employment and health.  To this end, V.O.R.R.H. will help 
improve the veterans’ overall quality of life.
Unit 219 in Fruitland Park and Unit 347 in Lady Lake are 
supporting V.O.R.R.H.  Unit 219 has delivered clothing and 
household items to the shelter.  Unit 347 recently had a blanket 
drive for them.  Great job!
If you’d like to support V.O.R.R.H., check out their website at 
www.vorrh.org and/or contact them at (352) 552-3899.  Thanks!

N.V.H.S.
NVHS (National Veterans Homeless Support) was formed by 
veterans for the sole purpose of locating and assisting the more than 
4,500 homeless veterans living in the parks, forests, and streets of 
Central Florida.  They are 100% volunteer managed and operated; 

there are zero paid employees in NVHS.  In the 2011 calendar year, 
92.15% of their ‘income’ went for program services to our 
homeless heroes.

NVHS’ mission is clearly defined:  “To Eliminate Homelessness 
Among Veterans in Central Florida.”  They offer a very unique 
service to the community in that they physically go out into the 
field searching for the veterans, providing supplies when they are 
found, and work with other organizations to get them out of the 
woods and back into society again.  Check out all the information 
on NVHS and how you can help by going to www.nvhs.us or call 
(888) 787-6847.  Thanks!

Here is a report from NVHS on their Thanksgiving with 
homeless veterans:

Thanksgiving with homeless veterans
It was a great day. NVHS volunteers held the 2nd annual 
Thanksgiving Picnic in the Park and served Thanksgiving Dinner:  
dressing, salad, fruit cocktail, apples, turkey, ham, 2 kinds of taters, 
cranberry sauce, broccoli and cheese, string bean casserole, yummy 
gravy - all made by our dedicated volunteers and 4 kinds of pies - 
and our homeless heroes absolutely loved it!!!!  They were so 
appreciative. All together at the park volunteers served close to 50 
homeless, including 25 - 30 veterans - it was a great day. NVHS 
volunteers also cooked, served and delivered about 250 meals to 
veterans and their families in need.

http://www.vorrh.org
http://www.vorrh.org
http://www.nvhs.us
http://www.nvhs.us
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I received the following information from Brenda Collins, 

Southern Division Children & Youth Chairman, which I would 

like to share with you.
April is Children and Youth Month

Children…Our Most Precious Natural Resource is the American 
Legion Family’s national theme for “April is Children & Youth 

Month.” We encourage your use and support of this theme in 

promotion of all your Children & Youth programs.
In 1938 April was formally designated as the Child Welfare 

Month but was later changed to Children & Youth Month and 
is continued still today. The American Legion each year asks 

us to get involved by teaching Child Health, Family 

Preservation or Child Safety. Let us all get involved with your 
units, post and other organizations to let everyone in your 

community know that the Children of today are our most 
precious natural resource.

We, as auxiliary members, can help the community by helping 
with a Child Safety Day. Ask your local police departments to 

help by having some of their officers come to participate.
1. A fingerprint person could come to your post and 

make fingerprints of the children for the parents to 

keep on file. If a tragedy happened the parents 
would have the prints to help with identifying their 

child.
2. An officer from Drug Control could speak and give 

out literature on drug abuse.

3. Another officer could talk about child abuse. Let the 
children know it’s OK to tell an adult if someone 

touches them inappropriately.
4. Also ask someone to set up a digital photo station to 

make and print pictures of the child for the parents.

5. The fingerprints and picture should be placed in an 
envelope and clearly marked as to what is inside. The 

envelope should be given to the parents for 
safekeeping.

We pray that nothing will ever happen but we live in a 

society where things do happen. This is information all 

parents should have on file.

In January, I visited the Mailman Center in Miami. Upon 
asking if there was anything in particular that they were 

in need of, Director Daniel Armstrong said their current 

project is purchasing I pads for three and four year olds 
with Autism. Make your donations to the Mailman Center 

on the remittance form so we can assist with this 
project.

I also had the opportunity to take a tour of Miami 

Children’s Hospital. Our guide, Ann Lyons explained the 
different areas of the hospital, which has 269 beds. The 

hospital was started in 1950 and was known as Children’s 
Variety Hospital, which was later changed to Miami 

Children’s Hospital. Ann asked if we were aware of the 

fact that there is talk about cutting Medicaid. She 
stated that 65% of their patients are on Medicaid, 25% 

have insurance and 10% are self-pay. If Medicaid is cut 
it will not only affect them but also All Children’s 

Hospital. Let’s contact our elected officials and let them 

know what could happen to our children. Our most 
precious natural resource, if Medicaid is cut.

While attending the Mission Training in Mobile Al. (which 
was definitely worth the 10 hour drive) we were informed 

that due to the privacy act it is not necessary to have 

the youth’s date of birth on the Youth Hero applications. 
So if that has been the hold up on getting them sent to 

department let’s get them done.
Keep on leaping for all the children!

Lois McFall
Children and Youth Chairman
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