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History of The American Flag

The history of the flag goes all the way back to 1776. On New Year's
Day of that year, George Washington commanded an army to retake
Boston, which had been in control of the British Army. While
Washington constructed his base at Prospect Hill, he ordered that the
Grand Union Flag be raised. This flag resembled the flag that was
about to come: 13 stripes that alternated red and white and a symbol in
the upper left corner (this symbol just happen to be the British Union
Jack.

In May of 1776, it is reported that Betsy Ross sewed the first American
flag, which didn’t become official until June, 1777. The Flag Act was
passed that stated the flag would be 13 alternating red and white
stripes and the Union will be represented by 13 stars (white stars over
a blue background). This configuration of stars signified a
Constellation.

Over the next 280 years, the flag changed as new states were added
into the Union. In 1818, Congress passed an act that allowed a star to
be added the following July 4th a new state was inducted into the
United States. Only two Presidents significantly changed the
arrangement of stars. President Taft did so in 1912 and called for six
rows of eight stars. President Eisenhower changed the arrangement
twice in one year: 1959. The first change was for seven rows of seven
stars that staggered and the second time was additional stagger so
when you counted across, there were 11 staggered columns and when
you counted down, there were 10 staggered rows.

Symbolism

Everything on the flag symbolizes attitude and resolve in American
history. The 13 stripes (seven red and six white) are for the original 13
colonies and the 50 stars represent all the states in the United States
of America. The colors in the flag also mean something. Red is for
Valor and Hardiness; white is for Innocence and Purity; and blue is for
Vigilance, Perseverance and Justice.




